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Our Message 


HIS magazine is designed to bring to all who may read 
its pages the message of the soul. The message 1s, 
man is more than an animal in drapings of cloth 
he is divine, though his divinity be masked by, and 

hidden in, the coils of flesh. Man is no accident of birth nor 
plaything of fate. He isa POWER, the creator and destroyer 
of fate. Through the power within he will overcome 1n- 
dolence, outgrow ignorance, and enter the realm of wisdom. 
There he will feel a love for all that lives. He will be an 
everlasting power for good. 

A bold message this. To some it will seem out of place in 
this busy world of change, confusion, vicissitudes, uncertainty. 
Yet we velieve it is true, and by the power of truth it will live. 

In the future philosophy will be more than mental gym- 
nastics, science will outgrow materialism, and religion will 
become unsectarian. In the future man will act justly and 
will love his brother as himself, not because he longs for re- 
ward, or fears hell fire, or the laws of man; but because he will 
know that he is a part of his fellow, that he and his fellow are 
parts of a whole, and that whole is the One—that he cannot 
hurt another without hurting himself. 

In the struggle for worldly existence men trample on each 
other in their efforts to attain success. Having reached it at 
the cost of suffering and misery, they remain unsatisfied. 
Seeking an ideal, they chase a shadowy form. In their grasp, 
it vanishes. 

Selfishness and ignorance make of life a vivid nightmare 
and of earth a seething hell. The wail of pain mingles with 
the laughter of the gay. Fits of joy are followed by spasms of 
distress. Mlan embraces and clings closer to the cause of his 
sorrows, even while held down by them. Disease, the emis- 
sarv of death, strikes at his vitals. Then is heard the message 
of the soul. This message is of strength, of love, of peace. 
This is the message we would bring: the STRENGTH to 
free the mind from ignorance, prejudice, and deceit; the 
COURAGE to seek the truth in every form; the LOVE to 
bear each other's burdens; the PEACE that comes to a freed 
mind, an OPENED HEART, and CONSCIOUSNESS 
through an undying life. 

Let all who receive THE WoORD pass on this message. 
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Three Worlds surround, penetrate and bear up this physical world, which 
is the lowest and the sediment of the three. 
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CONSCIOUSNESS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. 
V. 


(Continued from Vol. 6, page 326.) 


everything which he will shine through. Eternity is 

on all sides; here appear no limitations. Time itself 

is only the matter with which he works. He fears 
neither death nor failure, but time, as matter, he must 
work with. This is done first with the physical body. 
He who as a eonscious light would really enter the 
world of knowledge must improve and perfect the different 
bodies in his keeping before leaving them. He will see that each 
body is of a particular quality, and that among all bodies of 
his lower worlds he is the only one who is conscious of himself as 
a conscious light. He must see each in itself and the light which 
is in it; he must distinguish the physical from the form body, 
the form from the life, the life from desire, and see himself 
amidst all these in the different worlds to which they belong. 
He must attune each body to breathe and live in its own worlds, 
and through them learn their secrets and leave with them the 
message of their destiny. 

The first is the physical body. Through the physical body 
all parts of the physical world may be reached. By processes 
of circulation, assimilation and excretion, the world and the phy- 
sical body is made up of the precipitations, the sediments and 
the dregs of all the other worlds. The physical body is dead 
matter, in the sense that it has ceased to live in the higher 
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worlds; the particles of which it is composed have been retarded 
in their movements in the worlds of life and breath and have be- 
come dark and heavy, hence the particles of which the physical 
body are composed must be revived and relighted. This is the 
work of man when he is conscious that he is a conscious light, 
and it is done in a lesser degree by the ordinary man before he 
discovers that great truth. Man, as a conscious light, must 
shine through this heavy, dark, physical body, and so raise its 
particles stage by stage by the impress of his thought. 

It is comparatively easy for man to so raise the matter of 
his physical body, as well as his astral and life bodies, once he is 
conscious of himself as a conscious light. 

Thus man, the thinker, shining through the body, perceives 
the physical particles of matter clustered within and about a 
form. Each of the particles of that which is called the physical 
is a little life. Many of these, around one as the center, form a 
cluster and this cluster of minute lives is bounded together by 
their magnetic affinity and held together by the one in the center. 
These clusters are drawn into vortices through which they 
precipitate and are held together by the magnetic form body 
which gives outline and figure to the heretofore invisible clusters 
of particles and causes them, when brought into the proper 
relation with each other, to become visible. The form body of 
man is a magnetic body. The magnetic form body of man is the 
seat of all the senses to be developed. As a magnetic form 
body it attracts to itself particles of life-matter, and the par- 
ticles so attracted precipitate into clusters and crystallize within 
and about the magnetic form body: so the invisible becomes 
visible after this precipitation and crystallization. The pre- 
cipitated particles may be said to be imprisoned or even 
dead, so far as their freedom of action is concerned, but, by 
their close contact with other particles and with the magnetic 
body, there is impressed on them somewhat of the nature of the 
magnetic body. Within the physical particles of bound life- 
matier held in place and given outline and figure by the mag- 
netic form body, there surges in and through this combination 
the unbound life, which vitalizes the precipitated life-matter 
and the form body, and so keeps up a constant circulation. 
Through the circulating life anc form and physical particles, 
breathes the desire. 

Ordinarily all these together appear to be the man, but 
when man is conscious of himself as a conscious light each is 
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perceived as distinct from the other though all are related to 
each other, and each serves its purpose. Alone, the magnetic 
form body is unable to come in contact with the physical world, 
but life-matter is precipitated into physical matter around and 
through the form body, so that the form body may have a phy- 
sical body of the nature of the world. The physical body serves 
as the instrument to connect with the physical world, and the 
form body senses the world by means of the contact of the 
physical body with the physical world. 

All of the bodies are as musical instruments: each body 
acts in its own world and, being connected with the other, trans- 
lates to the body next it what it received from the one below or 
above. The physical body is keyed to receive all impressions 
which come from the physical world. The impressions are re- 
ceived through the physical organs and their senses and are 
transferred to the magnetic form body. These sensations and 
impressions feed desire, which surges through the magnetic 
form body. The incarnate mind in contact with these is whirled 
about and bewildered and is unable to perceive itself in the 
bodies. But when it becomes conscious of itself as a conscious 
light it is gradually able to perceive each body as it really is, 
and by its own conscious light it brings order out of the seem- 
ing confusion which existed. That which offers the greatest 
obstacle to man is desire, but, with desire controlled, man, as 
the conscious light, illumines all and is then able to perform his 
duty to each of his bodies and to learn from their worlds what 
they hold for him. 

The physical body which in the hour of man’s darkness had 
appeared as the house of pain, the cause of his sorrows and 
misery, is now seen in a different light. In the unreality of 
things it had seemed his prison house, within and without which 
all was darkness. Becoming conscious of himself as a conscious 
light he dispels the darkness; the unreality of things shows him 
the reality to be within the unreal. The pain and sorrow may 
continue, but they do not produce the same effect on him. He 
listens to them and by his light he perceives the lessons which 
they teach. He hears in them the song of the world. Gladness 
and sorrow are the flats and sharps of the song. It is the song 
of life-matter in bondage: a fretfulness of its bondage, but a 
gladness that it lives. From this state man as conscious light, 
shining into imprisoned life-matter, learns of nature in her 
grossest and most ignorant forms and in her lowest school. 











4 THE WORD 


The lowest school of nature, or the first degree of matter, is 
the school into which all unformed matter of nature must enter 
by involution, before it may progress into higher stages by evo- 
lution. The terms high and low indicate the progress of matter 
through the different states of its development, and its develop- 
ment through the states marks the degrees or state of which it is 
conscious. 

The lowest state of matter is conscious only in a very min- 
ute degree. As matter is more highly developed it becomes, 
more conscious. Elemental life-matter, the atomic state of mat- 
ter, is conscious of itself. This is not what is usually called 
‘*self-consciousness’’ as exhibited in man. The self-conscious 
man is also conscious of others about him, whereas the atom is 
simply conscious of itself, but is unconscious of all else; even 
though other forces may act on it, it is unconscious of them in 
its own atomic elemental condition. But the atom must be edu- 
cated so that it compreliends itself and all else in the universe. 
The first schooling it receives is to contact others of its kind, to 
be bonded with atoms of another class and all bound together 
and imprisoned in form. Through the circulation of the mag- 
netism of form it is impressed with the existence of form. Then 
gradually it becomes unaware of the existence of itself as an in- 
dependent atom and becomes conscious as form only of the mag- 
netism of form. The atom has then passed out of its conscious 
existence of itself as the only thing and has extended its con- 
scious existence into the world of form, but it is none the less 
an atom, it is indivisible. 

So the atom is held by form throughout the mineral kingdom 
and remains there until it is impressed and becomes conscious 
of the magnetism of form throughout the mineral world. It has 
then become consecicus of form, and, as form, it is now in the 
molecular state of conscious form-maiter, though it may as a 
molecule of form-matter enter into a combination with other 
molecules into cellular structure. As form it is only conscious 
of its own function of holding or attracting the atoms into its 
molecular form. But when it performs perfectly its function 
as a molecule of form it is then fitted to extend its conscious ex- 
istence. 

This is brought about by the action of the life principle 
which operates through cellular structure. The plant reaches 
down into the mineral world and selects such molecules as are 
best fitted to enter into its structure and they are taken up by and 
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grow into a plant. By constant contact with the cell as its gov- 
erning principle, and performing its own function of the mole- 
cular attraction of atoms, the molecule gradually becomes aware 
of the cell. The life playing around it and through the cell im- 
presses it with the nature of the cell and gradually its conscious 
existence as a molecule which is magnetic attraction, form, is 
extended to the conscious existence of and as life, growth. A 
cell performs the function of growth and guides the molecules 
which enter into its combination. As a cell it continues its ex- 
istence throughout the world of plant life. The cell cannot of 
itself progress beyond its own state of cellular plant life. In 
order for it to progress it is necessary that it enter into a struc- 
ture other than a cellular plant structure. It, therefore, enters 
the cellular structure in an animal body. There it gradually be- 
comes conscious of another influence. 

It is impressed by a principle different than that of its own 
life as a cell. In the organ or body of an animal it gradually 
becomes conscious of the principle of desire, which governs the 
organic animal structure. Desire is a restless principle which 
attempts to draw all forms of life to itself and consume them. 
The cell by its contact with an organ in the body of an animal 
is impressed with the nature of the animal desire and gradually 
extends its conscious existence as a cell of life or growth to the 
conscious existence of an animal as desire. As the animal, de- 
sire, it is now no longer conscious as a cell, but is conscious of 
itself in the state of desire-matter and it rules and controls all 
the cells which enter into its structure according to the nature of 
the animal which it is. So desire-matter is educated through 
organic animal bodies. This is as far as blind matter can 
progress during one great period of evolution, by the natural 
impulse inherent in blind matter. Therefore, another world, 
farther progressed in evolution, must be brought to the assist- 
ance of matter in order that matter may progress beyond the 
state of blind desire-matter in animal bodies. 

The world which assists desire-matter is the human world, 
the world of intelligent mind. The world of intelligence in past 
periods of evolution had progressed to the state of intelligence, 
and was able to assist matter, so that when the present mani- 
festation had involved, and had, with the assistance of a guiding 
intelligence, evolved to the animal state of desire-matter, it was 
necessary that the intelligences as minds from the world of intel- 
ligence should enter into a more intimate relationship with de- 
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sire-matter. The intelligences, minds, incarnated portions of 
themselves into the animal-human form and endowed the human 
form with mind. They are the humanity in mankind. The intel- 
ligenees, we are, the minds, the I-am-I in the human animal 
bodies. Such an intelligence is that of which we have said, that 
it is conscious of itself as a conscious light. 

Man, conscious of himself as a couscious light, standing in 
his bodies, shines through them and becomes conscious of each 
and the world which each represents; he impresses on the ma- 
terialized spirit the flash of his self-conscious light, and, thus im- 
pressing the life-matter, he causes, by the impression of his con- 
scious light, the matter to be stimulated and to reach out toward 
the light, and so the atomic life-matter in the physical body is 
stimulated by the one who thinks of himself as a conscious light. 

Man as a conscious light shining through his form perceives 
the unreality of that form, and that it had deluded him into 
identifying himself with the form. He sees the unreality of the 
form because he has discovered that his form is only a shadow, 
and this shadow is made visible only by the aggregation of 
particles of life, which crystallize about the shadow thrown into 
their midst. He sees that, with the passing of the shadow, the 
particles of matter will dissipate and disappear, both being im- 
permanent; through and by means of the shadow of his form he 
sees the astral invisible world which holds the particles of matter 
of the world together; by means of the shadow he sees that all 
forms and bodies in this physical world are shadows, or particles 
made visible by shadows. He sees that all forms of the world 
are shadows quickly passing; that the world itself is only a 
shadow-land in which beings come and go like ghosts of the 
night, apparently unconscious of their coming and of their going; 
as phantoms, the forms move to and fro in shadow-land, the 
physical world. Then he hears the joyous laugh and the ery of 
pain which add to the discord of this unreality in the physical 
Shadow-land. From shadow-land, man, as a conscious light, 
learns of the unreliability and emptiness of form. 

Looking for the cause within the unreality, man learns 
through his own form body ‘that all living forms are the 
shadows thrown into matter by the light of the minds of men. 
That each human form (my) is the shadow which is the sum 
total of his thoughts of the previous life; that these thoughts 
summed up and judged in the light of his own god, the individ- 
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uality (Vf), is the shadow or form in which he as a conscious 
light must return to work through, rebuild and transform it. 
When a man as a conscious light thus sees it, the form becomes 
alive with the thoughts of past lives. It is revivified when he as 
a light so shines on it and marshals before him the actions to be 
performed. The senses of that shadow-form become like the 
strings of a musical instrument which he must and does key so 
that the sorrows of the world, as well as the joys, may be truly 
heard and dealt with as they should be. He as a conscious light 
shining through and enlightening his form is reflected on all 
forms to which his light is directed; thus he brings them into 
tune and causes them to take on new life. The senses within 
that form may be keyed high or low, as he would hear the music 
of the world and interpret that music to the world again. The 
senses he may key to the world of the inner senses, and the astral 
world may be seen and entered if he so wills, but that world is 
outside himself as a conscious light. In his path to the world of 
knowledge he does not tarry in the astral world, even though 
his senses may be keyed to it. 

By the presence of himself as a conscious light within his 
shadow-form he may build his shadow-form so that it reflects his 
own conscious light, and, from a form reflecting sense, it may be 
strung high enough to reflect his conscious light. Thus re- 
flecting his conscious light, the physical form receives new life 
from his light, and all its particles and forms thrill with a glad 
response by his recognition of the possibilities within their un- 
stable form. 

As a conscious light man perceives desire to be the blind un- 
tamed driving forces of nature. He perceives it to be that which 
stimulates all animated forms to action; that it throws a cloud 
about the light of the minds of men, which prevents them from 
seeing themselves in their own light. This cloud is of the nature 
of passions such as anger, envy, hatred, lust and jealousy. He 
perceives that it is desire which consumes all forms by the force 
of its action, which lives through all animal nature, driving 
each to act according to the nature of its form. He thus sees the 
world of animate beings being driven blindly about. Through 
the desire acting within his form he sees the animated forms of 
the world feeding on themselves. He sees the destruction of all 
forms in the world by desire and the hopelessness of the dark- 
ness and ignorance of desire. As a conscious light he is able to 
see and understand the condition in which he was and from 
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which he emerged, by holding to the one reality of his existence: 
that he was conscious, was conscious that he was conscious, was 
conscious of himself as a conscious light. But not all other 
minds enveloped by the seething desire are able to thus see 
themselves as being conscious lights. 

Seeing that desire (1) is a principle in himself and in the 
world, that it resists the action of the mind as a light to guide it, 
he thus perceives that desire is called evil, bad, the destroyer of 
men, that which is to be done away with by those who would 
travel the path of light. But in the light of himself as a con- 
scious light, man perceives that he cannot act in the world, or 
help the world, or himself, without desire. Desire is then seen 
to be a power for good instead of evil, once it is brought into 
subjection and guided by man. So man, a self-conscious light, 
finds it is his duty to guide, control and enlighten the darkness 
and ignorance of desire by his presence. As man controls the 
turbulent unruly monster of desire, it acts on the desire in other 
forms in the world, and instead of stimulating them to anger, 
or lust, as before, it has the opposite effect. As the desire is 
controlled it is capable of assuming orderly action and becomes 
tamed, and is like a domesticated and civilized animal whose 
foree is restrained or directed by knewledge, instead of being 
spent by waste. 

The animal, desire, instead of resisting the rule of man 
as a conscious light, obeys willingly his dictates when it learns 
to reflect the light of the mind of man. Thus man, by his pres- 
ence with form and desire (1-11), controls the desire and ed- 
ucates it into an orderly mode of action, and by constant con- 
tact with and action on it, so impresses it with his conscious 
light that it not only becomes aware. of the light, but is also 
eapable of reflecting it. So the desire is educated until its mat- 
ter becomes conscious of itself. 

The animal desire, then becomes conscious as human; from 
this point it is raised from the animal state of desire-matter 
(1) to the human state of thought-matter (7). And in the 
evolution where it begins its development to progress by self- 
effort, it may enter a primitive race of the human family; it is 
now human and is eapable of carrying on its development, 
through experience, by self effort. 

Man, as a self " gouscious light, may then enter his world of 
thought ( 7 ). Daiere he sees thoughts as clouds about the sphere 
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of life (Q). Life moves in wave-like currents, at first ap- 
parently with the restlessness of an ocean and with the un- 
certainty of the wind it whirls itself into whorls and eddies, 
about indistinct and shadowy forms; all appears to be utter 
confusion. But as man remains a conscious light, steady and 
unfailing, he perceives an order within the confusion. His 
world of life ({) is seen to be in a gentle movement caused by 
the motion of the breath (95) of the crystal sphere of the mind. 
The confusion and turbulent restless currents and whorls were 
caused by the ever-changing and conflicting natures of his 
thoughts (7). These thoughts, like birds of the day or night, 
when liberated from his brain, rushed into the world of life. 
’Tis they who cause the seething and churning of his ocean of 
life, each thought directing life into a current according to its 
nature; and life ({), following the movement of the thought 
(7), appears as the shadowy form (1m), for thought is the 
creator of form. Thought gives direction to life and guides it 
in its movements. Thus with the constantly changing nature of 
his thoughts man keeps himself in a world of change, confusion 
and uncertainty, while he is only conscious of each of the 
thoughts of himself or others and he is subject to the constant 
and recurring sensations which they cause him to be conscious 
of. But when he is conscious of himself as that steady and con- 
scious light, he compels the thoughts to be orderly in their 
movements and thus brings them into conformity and harmony 
with the order and plan of the crystal sphere of the mind. 

Then clearly seeing as a conscious light, man perceives 
himself as such a light extending through the physical particles 
and the physical world (+), through the form and desires of 
his world, and the forms and desires (1-1) of the physical 
world, through his worid of life and thought and the life and 
thought (9-7 ) of the physical and astral worlds with their life 
and thoughts of the beings within them. Thus as a conscious 
light he enters the spiritual world of knowledge of breath-indi- 
viduality (95-Vf) wherein are contained all these and the laws 
and eauses of their orders and the plans and possibilities of 
their future development. 


(To be Concluded.) 











GENESIS OF JUDAISM. 
By Wriiu1am TYNDALE. 
L. 

EARLIER TRADITIONS. 


Thine are the wandering race that go 
Unblest through every land, 

Whose blood has stained the polar snow 
And quenched the desert sand. 


people, it is essential to possess a literature and a re- 

ligion. So conscious of this were ancient conquerors 

that when they desired to incorporate those whom they 
subjugated with their other populations, they removed them 
elsewhere, destroying their records and memorials of worship. 
Thus, we are informed, the king of Assyria, after holding the 
people of Israel as tributaries, finally removed them to Media 
and elsewhere, thereby effectually eradicating whatever sense of 
nationality they might have retained. Though attempts have 
been made by writers to identify the population of Norway, 
England and even the aborigines of the Western Continent as 
their descendants, they have passed from historic recognition. 
Following the same line of policy, Nebuchadnezzar transported 
the principal inhabitants of Judea to Babylon. But unlike their 
northern brethren, they had with them the writings of their lit- 
erary class, tne prophets, as well as their priests. Hence, they 
remained in an integra! condition, and when a half century 
later the king of Persia permitted them to return to Palestine, 
they were still a distinct people, and had not to any degree amal- 
gamated with the communities around them. 

Afterward, Antiochus Epiphanes, having become master of 
the several countries of Southwestern Asia, attempted to as- 
similate their populations into a homogeneous nationality. He 
decreed that every people should abandon its own laws and 
peculiar religious observances for those of the Greeks. There 
had been little reason apparently to apprehend serious difficulty 


p | ‘O assure individuality and permanent continuance to a 
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in Judea. The conducting of affairs was in the hands of a theoc- 
racy, tributary to the monarch, and a new high priest had been 
appointed by him, supplanting the previous incumbent. He 
hastened to carry out the decree opening a gymnasium at Jeru- 
salem and proclaiming that Jews who were acceptable to the 
king should be made citizens of Antioch. The Hebrew sacred 
writings were proscribed and wherever they were found, were 
destroyed by the royal officers. The temple was dedicated anew 
to the worship of Zeus, the supreme God of Olympus. Swine 
were offered in sacrifice, and the walls of the sanctuary sprinkled 
with their blood. The Bacchie festivals were celebrated, the 
Jews walking in the procession carrying ivy and other Dionysiac 
symbols. The orgies and tantric observances took place in the 
temple. The Jewish religion was placed under the ban and 
those who adhered to its rites were put to death. Yet it con- 
tinued to exist, and when a leader had arisen of courage and 
ability, it rose up anew and maintained its integrity through in- 
numerable conflicts. 

Judaism took form naturally from the vicissitudes through 
which it passed. In the traditions of archaic pecples there was 
the coneept of having been established under the direction of 
the divinity who was venerated as its guardian. He was sup- 
posed to watch jealously over its career, and the king or chief- 
tain at its head was revered as his son and obeyed accordingly. 
The patron divinity of another people was regarded an alien, and 
often as hostile and obnoxious.’ ‘‘ Jehovah the God of Israel 
hath dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel,’’ 
the chieftain Jephthah declares to the king of the sons of Am- 
mon. ‘‘Wilt thou not possess that which Chemosh thy God 
giveth thee to possess?’’ 

‘*So, whomsoever Jehovah, our God, shall drive out before us, 
them will we possess.’’ But later subjugation with the attendant 
destroying of individual nationality and religious symbols and 
customs, served to dissipate the nation of special divine origin, 
and writers like Thukydides became ready to acknowledge that 
the original founders were individuals of no extraordinarily 
superior character. The Jews, however, kept hold of the primi- 
tive conception. 

In these old times the remembrance of the achievements and 





1Exodus, xxxiii. 15. “Make no mention of the name of other (foreign) gods; 
neither let it be heard out of thy mouth.” 








12 THE WORD 


traditions of a tribe or people was kept alive by bards and mem- 
bers of the sacerdotal class. It was part of the sacred office to 
commit them to memory, and they were recited on important oc- 
‘aslons 0 publie assemblies. In the account of the northern or 
Israelitish kingdom, this function appears to have been chiefly 
exercised\ by the nabiim, or prophets. Joshua and Samuel are 
described as making such recapitulaiions’ at the close of their 
official career. These prophets on many occasions delivered their 
utterances and warnings in a transport of mental fury, being at 
the time in entheast conditions. They often interposed in public 
affairs, and were regarded accordingly with consideration, or as 
pernicious agitators, by both kings and priests. When Ahab in 
courtesy to his Phoenician queen permitted the worship of Baal 
and the Ashera (Adonis and Venus) at his capitol, the prophets 
adhering zealously to the national religion, protested violently 
and were massacred in large numbers. Their successors sup- 
ported Jehu in overturning the dynasty, uprooting the alien re- 
ligion and the extermination of the royal family. The king of 
Judah, the kinsman and ally of the reigning monarch, fell in the 
contest, and only an infant was left to inherit his throne. The 
high priest, Jehoiada, his uncle, became regent, and at once pro- 
ceeded to uproot the worship of the alien divinity, which had also 
been introduced at Jerusalem. 

Western Asia abounded with eestatics, professing to be the 
spokesmen of divine beings. Having slain the ministrants at 
the Temple of Baal-Adonis the regent now enacted that any 
ecstatic, any one representing himself as a prophet, should be 
imprisoned and confined in the stocks.* 

A new period followed in history. The written page was 
introduced as auxiliary to the spoken word. The records of 
nations, the utterances of sages and prophets, were made matters 
of record. In this way the Sacred Writings of the Hebrew Col- 
lection appear to have had their inception. How far they are 
really historic is not easy to determine. Even Josephus, when 
copy:ng their narrations, declares that he has no controversy 
with those who think differently. The Apostle Paul unhesitat- 
ingly declares the account of Abraham, his sons and their 
mothers, to be allegoric. In doing this he substantially adopts 
the theory of Aristobulos, of Alexandria, who lived in the earlier 
years of the Ptolemies, who translated many of the Hebrew 





“Joshua, xxiv.; I. Samuel xii.; and Psalm evi. 
‘Jeremiah xxix. 26. 
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writings into Greek, and asserted that they were in harmony 
with the teachings of the philosophers when they were so in- 
terpreted. 

Along with this hypothesis the unwelcome fact is to be borne 
in mind that these works have undergone great changes since 
their first compilation. Much has been omitted from them, and 
there have been additions to the text. The accounts of their 
origin in some cases carry with them an air of equivocation 
amounting to uncertainty. The ‘‘book of the law’’ the Torah, 
it is stated, was ‘‘found’’ in the temple by the high priest Hulk- 
iah. Even though this be accepted as literally accurate, there 
was opportunity for additions as well as alterations during the 
exile. The prophet Jeremiah, himself a priest, distinctly affirms 
as from divine authority, that the God of Israel gave no command 
to the Israelites concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices,* but 
only in regard to moral conduct. 

Iizekiel, another priest, adds that their derelictions were the 
occasion of objectionable early legislation. ‘‘ Wherefore (saith 
the Lord God) I gave them also statutes that were not good and 
judgments whereby they should not live.’” 

Although, like their Arabian confreres, the Jews have gen- 
erally been tenacious of their clannish individuality, they seem to 
have been indifferent to political matters. They preferred to have 
no king in Israel, and that every man might do that which was 
right in his own eyes.® Hence, during the entire period of their 
later occupation of Palestine there was a large part of the people 
opposed to the forming of a national government distinct from 
that of the Overlord. When Cyrus had succeeded in establish- 
ing the Medo-Persian dominion over Western Asia, followed by 
permission to colonize Judea anew and build the temple at Jeru- 
salem as the symbol of nationality, there appears to have been 
no hesitation to acknowledge him as the Messiah.’ 

It is recorded that forty-two thousand colonists came with 
their servants and made their residence in Judea. They erected 
an altar for religious worship and laid the foundations of a 
temple. These colonists seem to have been welcomed by the rural 
population, the pagani, and the proposal was made to build the 
temple and worship together. This was ecurtly refused, and a 
prolonged state of enmity resulted. An order was obtained from 





‘Jeremiah vii. 21-23. 

°Ezekiel xx. 25. Compare Matthew xix. &. 
‘Judges xvii. 6 and xxi. 25; I. Samuel 24-27. 
Isaiah xliv. 28 and xlv. 1. 














14 THE WORD 


a new king to stop the work, and as a result the new comers began 
to ally themselves with the other more favored population. A 
new monarch, however, directed the completing of the temple, 
thus assuring individuality to the new province. 

Another epoch now began in the history of Judaism. Ezra, 
a priest of the family of Hilkiah, is described as a ready scribe 
in the Law of Moses. He was commissioned by the king, Artax- 
erxes Longimanus, to take a new colony to Judea, and authorized 
to set all things in order after his arrival. He found a task be- 
fore him that was truly formidable. The Jews had intermarriec 
freely with the other inhabitants, and members of the family of 
the high priest were of the number. Ezra required an immediate 
separation; the foreign wives and their children were repudi- 
ated. This, however, seems to have taken place only to a limited 
extent, and the disturbed conditions of the Persian provinces 
made it difficult to do more. The rebellion of Megabyzus in- 
volved the Jews in the conflict. Jerusalem was pillaged by the 
contending hosts and its walls demolished. Nehemiah was ther. 
made deputy of Judea, with full powers of administration. 
After repairing the fortifications and putting the city into « 
state of defense, he engaged actively with Ezra in the establish- 
ing of the newer Judaism. The Torah was publicly read anc 
adopted as the constitution of the country. The observing 0: 
the sabbath was strictly enforced, mixed marriages prohibited, 
the stated festivals instituted, and provision made for the sup- 
port of worship at the temple. Nehemiah also made a collection 
of the Hebrew literature, including in it the annals of the kings, 
the writings of the prophets, and other compositions.’ From this 
time the Scribes appear to have virtually taken the place of the 
college of prophets, of which Samuel, Elijah and Elisha had been 
representative.°® 

Yet these innovations do not appear to have been acceptable 
to all the leading men of Jerusalem. They were in correspon- 
dence with Tobiah the Ammonite, who had been hostile to the 
restoration of Jewish power. The high priest had even per- 
mitted him, during the absence of Nehemiah, to occupy an apart- 
ment in the temple. The Sabbath fell into neglect, and inter- 
marriage continued with the proscribed foreigners. 

Doubtless, in these procedures, Nehemiah assured the per- 
manency of the Jews as a distinct people. Their Israelitish con- 





®Maccabees, 11, ii. 13. 
*I. Samuel x. 5 and xix. 20; II. Kings, ix. 1. 
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geners whom the kings of Assyria had distributed in their other 
dominions had failed to preserve a literature, observe the 
Semitic Sabbath, and refrain from intermingling socially and 
matrimonially with the populations where they sojourned. Asa 
result they have passed with other peoples of the former time 
from human remembrance. There has been suggestion that they 
became the progenitors of the people of Northern Europe, and 
books have been published to show that both England and Ire- 
land had been colonized by them. Years ago it was insisted 
that the American aboriginal population were their descendants. 
But all these are merely conjectures. 

The Persian kings in later years left the administration of 
affairs in Judea to the high priest, only requiring the payment 
of tribute. Josephus informs us that at the death of Joiada, 
the suecession was disputed by his sons. A conflict took piace 
between them in the temple in which Joshua, the claimant, was 
killed by his brother Johanan, who succeeded to the vacant of- 
fice. Another son had married the daughter of Sanballat, the 
Samaritan prince, and was banished from Judea. He is credited 
with the building of the temple on Mount Gerizim. But this is 
improbable, as the Samaritan colonists had established the wor- 
ship of Jehovah, many years before the return of Jews to 
Judea.’® 

In the conflict between Persia and the revolting Egyptians, 
and other western provinces, the Jews participated with the 
latter. The revolts were finally suppressed. Bagoas, the Per- 
sian commander, entered Jerusalem and inflicted a severe chas- 
tisement upon the delinquent inhabitants. He even made his 
way into the hallowed precincts of the temple, declaring to those 
who sought to prevent this sacrilege that he was as sacred a 
person as the high priest who murdered his own brother. 

It must be acknowledged, however, that over these state- 
ments there hangs a thick pall of indefiniteness and uncertainty. 
Much that has been written was composed for religious pur- 
poses, rather than as historic record, and hence the numerous 
discrepancies do not affect the intrinsic importance. It would 
require a Stultification of the understanding to credit stories like 
those of Jonah and Daniel, or a liberal construction of the oc- 
cult tale of the Garden of Eden. Yet it is not well to entirely 


discard them. (To be continued.) 


TT, Kings xvii. 28, 41; Ezra iv. 2. 























THE SCIENCE OF UNIVERSAL HARMONY. 


The Correspondence Between the Human Soul, Numbers, Geometry, Music, Color, 
Astronomy, Chemistry, and the Human Body, and Their Practical Application 
to Modern Problems. 


By Knut M. Pavtt. 
VI. 
THe Driatonic CHorps. 
(Continued from Vol. VI., page 303.) 


FE shall in this chapter deal principally with the triple 

chords or triads, on account of their special importance 

to our subject. The numerical laws of the dual effect 

of tones are treated in text books, and their foundation 
shown in Table 10 of this work. 

The triple chords, however, will be treated somewhat differ- 
ently from the ordinary way found in books, in order to facilitate 
the understanding of the musical system in its geometrical 
purity. We have shown the beautiful structure of the seven 
notes, and will have to follow a similar method with the seven 
triads. These triads are each a combination of three notes in 
such a way that the greatest harmony of sound or numerical 
simplicity is reached. This is attained if every second note is 
connected with a chain, until the starting note is reached twice 
again, and three adjacent notes in this chain are sounded or read 
together. 

This is explained in Fig. 43. 

On the circle all the twelve notes of the chromatic seale are 
indicated by dots, and the diatonic scale shown by seven full 
dots and the usual letter. The figure represents the tempered 
seale, where the natural position of the seven original notes is 
lightly modified to give room to sharps or flats, as on an ordinary 
piano. The light dots indicate the five black keys of the 
piano. The cirele of notes is divided into twelve equal 
parts, of which each part constitutes a half step in music. We 
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(Genesis of Triads.) (Sevenfold law of triads.) 


shall here use the expression sign for the distance between two 
such notes on the circle, and thus we shall find that the circle is 
composed of twelve such signs, each 30 degrees in angular dis- 
tance, corresponding to the twelve zodiacal signs in astronomy. 
Hereby we have found a bridge between music and astronomy, 
remembering that in music the circle represents a gradual 
change of sound vibrations through twelve stations until the 
octave or the double vibration number is reached, and in astron- 
omy the path of a planet round a centre. The one is the circle of 
the ear, the other the circle of the eye. 

The full lines which connect the seven original notes, every 
second each time, form the chain of triple chords. In this man- 
ner seven chords are formed. 

Starting from F upward, the three major chords are formed: 


EF’ A C the subdominant or low chord. 
C EK G the tonie or middle chord. 
G B D the dominant or high chord. 
From B downward the three minor chords are formed: 
B G E the dominant or high chord. 
E C A the tonic or middle chord. 
A F D the subdominant or low chord. 
We have thus passed from F to D for the major chords up- 
ward, and from B to D for the minor chords downward. 
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The seventh neutral or governing chord is B D F, which 
takes one of the creating notes on each side, and thus harmon- 
izes the minor and major branch. This governing chord, we 
have already found as the upper triad of single notes in the 
diatonic scale. Whether the notes are regarded separately or 
as chords, the trinity B D F is neutralizing and governing. 

Each triad has a root, a centre anda top. The roots of the 
three major chords are F, C and G, which combination we recog- 
nize from Table 23, the law of fifths, or from the major branch 
in the sevenfold tree, Fig. 21. 

The tops of the three minor chords are B, E and A, which 
are recognized in their minor character from the same Table 
23 and Fig. 21. 

The neutral chord is composed of the minor high top B, the 
great central note D and the major low root F. 

The three major roots and the three minor tops form with 
the centre D the chain of fifths. 

All the seven chords in one chain represent a motion twice 
round the circle, or 720 degrees: DF A, ACE,EGB, BDF, 
FAC,CEG,andGBD. The three first are the minor chords, 
then follows the neutral chord, and the last the three major 
chords. This motion twice round the circle we recognize from 
the formation of complete scales and the real intervals in the 
previous chapters, and we may now add another feature of the 
significant number 720 for the formation of the chain of triple 
chords. Twice round the circle means in music the amalgamation 
of positive and negative, major and minor elements to a com- 
plete structure of beauty and justice. 

The seven triads may be summed up in a table for future 
reference. 

TABLE 26. 


The Seven Triple Chords. 


Governing chord: 


BDF 
Major chords: Minor chords: 
F AC low DFA 
CEG middle ACE 
GBD high EGE 


all being counted upward. 
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The two chords which have the creating notes B and F as 
top and root, respectively, form the two creating chords: the 
creating low major F A C and the creating high minor E G B. 
The former F A C possesses the highest degree of gravity, and 
EK G B the highest degree of levity. 

These two chords, together with the neutral chord B D F, 
form the upper triangle of chords and the other four then form 
the lower square, as shown in Fig. 44. 

Comparing this figure with Fig. 20, which expresses the 
sevenfold law of single notes, we find that the major notes F, 
C and G are roots in the major chords of Fig. 44, and the minor 
notes B, A and E are tops in the minor chords of Fig. 44, and 
further the top note D is centre of the governing chord of Fig. 
44. Only by strict analogy between notes, scales and chords can 
the greatness of the musical system be seen. 

Naturally there are twin chords corresponding to twin 
notes; the low major F A C being the twin chord to the high 
minor EK G B; the middle major C E G to the middle minor A C 
Ki, and the high major G B D to the low minor D F A, corre- 
sponding to the twin properties of single notes, wherewith must 
be remembered that the roots of the major chords and the tops 
of the minor chords decide the polarity and mutual relation. 

The analogy with direct and indirect twin notes may also be 
worked out, but this will take us too far, just now. 

The law of the seven triads may be reversed as the law of 
the three sevens, both expressing the law of the 21, the symbolic 
meaning of which is, among others, the seven subdivisions of 
the three higher planes of existence, the sevenfold Brahma, the 
sevenfo'd Vishnu and the sevenfold Shiva, the great A U M in 
its sevenfold ramifications. 

The triple sevens may be expressed as three stars, each of 
which is a six pointed star with a central point. Fig. 45 shows 
the three stars of harmony, the major star, the minor star and 
the union, or governing, star. 

The lower is the major star, in which the root F decides the 
polarity; the star is formed out of the three major chords, the 
low F A C shown as a triangle pointing downward (extreme 
gravity) and the high G B D as a triangle pointing upward 
(relative levity), whereas the tonic or middle chord shows as a 
straight line C E G, connecting the two other chords. 

A similar relation takes place with the upper star, which is 
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(The triple star of sevens.) 


the minor star. Here the high chord B G E is represented by a 
triangle pointing upward (extreme levity) ; the lower chord D F 
A as a triangle pointing downward (relative gravity), and the 
middle chord A C E is represented by a straight line -onnect- 
ing the two triangles. 

The middle star, which is the union or governing star, has 
already been discussed as a harmonious symbol of seven notes 
(Fig. 25). It is formed by a union of the major with the minor 
star in the same manner as. the triangle of extreme levity or 
minor creative power B G E is shown pointing upward and com- 
bined with the triangle of extreme gravity, or major creative 
power F A C pointing downward, both triangles being con- 
nected with the vertical line B D F, the chord of governing 
power. The three centres of the stars are C. D and E, which are 
known from previous explanations as the minor, the neutral and 
the major centre of reflection for the formation of scales. 
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The power of the triple star is the power of AUM; the A 
being the force of straight lines, electric, penetrating, positive, 
light and elastic, the properties being decided by the top of the 
minor star; the M representing the force of circular lines, mag- 
netic, formative, negative, heavy and inert, decided by the root 
of the major star; and lastly the U being the power of sprtral 
lines, the union of straight lines with circles, manifested as bal- 
ancing, neutral, electro-magnetic, unifying and governing. 

No confusion should arise from the fact that the major star 
in its action is negative, and the minor star positive, for these 
terms are very relative. The force of gravity which is a negative 
quality, represented by M, produces the male effect in chords and 
scales, whereas the force of levity A creates the female effect in 
chords and scales. 

The forces of A, positive in essence, are working outward, 
downward, towards the circumference of matter, thereby sink- 
ing deeper into matter and expressing this motion by the sad- 
ness of the minor chords and scales. The forces of M, negative 
in their essence, are working inward, upward, towards the centre 
of levity, towards freedom, thereby expressing joy and strength 
in the major chords and scales. In this way the apparent con- 
tradiction is easily explained. 

The triple star of the 21 is truly the symbol of the Sacred 
Word of Creation. 


(To be continued.) 





The faculty of love, of admiration, is to be regarded as the 
sign and the measure of high souls: unwisely directed, it leads to 
many evils; but without it there cannot be any good. Ridicule, 
on the other hand, is indeed a faculty much prized by its pos- 
sessors; yet, intrinsically, it is a small faculty; we may say, the 
smallest of all faculties that other men are at the pains to repay 
with any esteem. It is directly oposed to Thought, to Knowl- 
edge, properly so called; its nourishment and essence is Denial, 
which hovers only on the surface, while Knowledge dwells far 
below. Moreover it is by nature selfish and morally trivial; it 
cherishes nothing but our Vanity, which may in general be left 
safely enough to shift for itself. 


—Carlyle, Voltaire. 














“SAVONAROLA”? OF FLORENCE 


THEOSOPHIST, REFORMER AND Martyr. A PortRAiTuRE OF SPIRIT- 
UAL GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. 


By Dr. W. Wiu1AMs. 
(Continued from Vol. VI., page 319.) 


Vis Drrectrix ViTaE HuMANE.* 


HE life of every individual is replete with dark problems 
and perplexing riddles which amidst the varied and 
diverse circumstances that oft-times befall, overshadow- 
ing it with a pall of gloom and sadness or fringing it 

with a halo of joy and gladness, force themselves upon our con- 
sideration and regard, exciting within us feelings of restlessness 
and emotions of doubt and uncertainty until we obtain a satis- 
factory solution or find an adequate expianation of them. The 
knowledge thus acquired tends not only to the expansion of 
man’s intellectual faculties whereby he becomes further recep- 
tive towards higher revelations and loftier and clearer views of 
truth, it also impresses and fills him with confidence and intrepid- 
ity to undertake incursions into the domain and terra incognita 
of the unknown, the great EK] Dorado, the exploration of which 
never fails to supply humanity with important and interesting 
facts from the study and comparison of which, it elaborates a 
truer philosophy of life and divines with greater accuracy and 
clearness the greatest of all secrets, that of his future destiny. 
From ages the most remote and prehis‘rric, man has been en- 
gaged in gathering, selecting and storing up facts. By a pro- 
cess of deduction and induction he has attained to the discovery 
of truths and arrived at certain conclusions, that have entered 
as important and essential elements in his views of the origin of 
civilization and the constitution of human society and institu- 
tions. Of these, the most momentous and conducive to his ma- 
terial welfare, without which mankind would have had no incen- 
tive tc emerge from its primal state of savagedom and by labor 
and exertion, endeavor to better and improve its condition, is 
the discovery of the existence of law prevailing throughout the 
universe. In a world of change and vicissitude, subject to the 
operation and influence of invisible and mighty powers and 
forces, the nature and character of which he could not at first 





*The guiding power of human life and destiny. 
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understand nor comprehend, by his power of generalization, and 
improved methods of analysis and synthesis, he eventually 
grasped the great incontrovertible fact that they were all of 
them subject to the action and control of law; that in the revolu- 
tion of the heavenly bodies in their vast orbits, in the change of 
seasons, the variations of heat and cold, of winds and rain, the 
ebb and flow of the mighty ocean, in the vernal resurrection of 
vegetables, plants and flowers, the growth and development of 
animal forms, there is a vis directrix working effectually and 
operating unseen towards some great aim and purpose which 
at first dimly perceived, gradually becomes revealed and mani- 
fested as an incontestable certainty, causing Nature to be re- 
garded and dreaded no longer as an antagonist to man, but es- 
teemed as a mother whose beneficent care and solicitude are ever 
exerted for the welfare of him, her greatest production, her latest 
progeny on this present plane of existence. 

In the annals of science are to be found recorded remark- 
able facts and instances confirmatory and illustrative, of this 
power operating in the realm of human knowledge, in the doc- 
trine of universal gravitation discovered by Newton, the laws 
of motioncontrolling our planetary system expounded by Kepler, 
the atomic theory formulated by Dalton, the origin and develop- 
ment of species by Darwin, and numberless others, all contribut- 
ing to the unquestionable fact of the existence of law and the 
operation of a power ineffable, in the universe, to which no terms 
of human language are applicable, no notions of the intellect can 
grasp and which controls and directs all things in the illimitable 
domain of nature. 


‘‘H'rom seeming evil still educing good, 
And better thence again, and better still 
In infinite progression. ’’ 


In turning from the macrocosm of nature to the equally 
wonderful microcosm of man, it is exceedingly difficult to realize 
and hard to imagine that in the vast corporation of individuals 
included in the term humanity, there is a sovereign and all direct- 
ing Power working and operating in the accomplishment and 
consummation of a definite design and purpose. This is greatly 
owing to the fact that being only parts and infinitesimal units of 
the great whole, we are unable to segregate and separate our- 
selves from it. Weare too much bound up in it, too much swayed 
and influenced by the many and different interests that bind 
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mankind together, to be able accurately and clearly to divine the 
existence of any potent underlying principle governing, con- 
trolling and directing human nature towards an unseen goal, and 
the attainment of an ulterior and important destiny. Our con- 
nection with the external world being only a relative one, yet 
are we able by our intellectual faculties, to decompose and ana- 
lyze its component parts, to weigh and measure them, and esti- 
mate the forces and powers that operate in nature’s vast labora- 
tory in the production of the marvellous phenomena of the outer 
world in which we live and move and have our being. This, how- 
ever, is not the case in the world of humanity in which energies, 
farces and powers are in motion too subtle and altogether be- 
yond the scope of scientific observation and analysis. Is human- 
ity governed by general laws? Is human nature and individual 
life in all its manifold and differing phases and aspects con- 
trolled and directed by an unseen power? Are questions and 
problems which from the beginning of man’s history have en- 
gaged the attention and still recur to the mind of every thinking 
being, for their resolution involves the revelation of our future 
destiny and determines whether this fleeting evanescent life of 
ours is worth having, whether or not we are self-conscious beings, 
living entities endowed with a nature in which exist potentially 
wondrous faculties, functions and powers which developed and 
disciplined by experience, expanded and strengthened by gradua- 
tions through the college of life, equip and qualify us for the dis- 
charge of the great moral tasks and duties neeessary to our ele- 
vation to a higher scale of being in which all our hopes and 
aspirations shall attain their fruition and realization. Which 
of these alternative opinions is correct, human science does not 
and can not determine so long as it confines itself to the region 
of the phenomenal. It can only draw inferences and indulge in 
conjectures. Its logic and methods of investigation are only ap- 
plicable to the tangible and visible to the senses, and the soul of 
man perplexed, bewildered and tormented by doubt and uncer- 
tainty, hopes and fears, yearning, longing and praying for light 
and guidance has to turn for their resolution and look within 
himself ere he can find the hidden oracle that alone is able to ex- 
plain the mysteries and anomalous facts of human life and exist- 
ence. There, when it dawns, is found the light that dispels the 
darkness and dissipates the gloom enshrouding us ‘‘children of 
the night, yearning for the light, with no language but a ery.’’ 
Then come into our field of vision clearer views of truth and of 
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things seen not as in a glass, darkly and dimly discerned, but 
as they are in themselves, and then also arises within us the cer- 
tainty that as in the physical world of inanimate things, so in the 
world of animated creatures and human beings, there is also a 
directing Power, manifesting itself as a motion and a spirit in 
all thinking beings, that fills and bounds, guides and governs 
human life and in its aberrations is leading it back into the path 
of true progress and ascension. This great fact and truth per- 
ceived and grasped in its full significance and meaning reveals 
the homogeneity of all living beings throughout the universe, 
that we are all of one origin endowed with and possessing sim- 
ilar affections, desires and antipathies whether in microscopic 
forms working out their destiny on a fragile blade of grass or 
in the deep and dark depths of oceans engaged in the sub-struc- 
ture of future continents in ages yet to come, or whether as 
beings of angelic powers, wisdom and knowledge employed in 
ministering to humanity or as executors of Karmic law, whether 
playing each his or her role in the tragedy of life, we are alk 
members of one Great Brotherhood, whose deeds and acts and 
paths however diverse, are governed and directed and controlled 
by indispensable laws as those which rule majestic suns and con- 
stellations.* Whenever in our history this great fact is recog- 
nized, human existence becomes changed and takes on a different 
aspect and we realize as we have never done before, that with all 
its alternations of cloud and sunshine, its attendant trials, its long 
interludes of pain and sorrow and silent suffering, its rises and 
falls, it is still worth the living and enduring, for behind them 
all we have the blessed certitude, that we are under the tutelage, 
the education and discipline of Beings whose love is as great as 
their power and knows neither measure nor end. Assured of 
this, though life has gone hard with us and we have had to drain 
its bitter cup to the very dregs, and stand surrounded with the 
wreckage and relics of blighted hopes, our faith and confidence 
in human nature shattered to pieces, our bright joyous youth- 
ful visions dispelled, our fairy castles in Spain, like phantom 
dreams, dissolved into airy nothings, its dark riddle becomes 
solved and we feel content and willing to take up again our bur- 
den, and wiser and better ‘‘go amoving on’’ in the pathway of 
duty not now a via dolorosa, but the true via sacra on the ascend- 





*Saith an old philosopher, Sir Thomas Browne, “all things began in order, so 
shall they end and so shall they begin again, according to the ordainer of order and 
mystic mathematics of the great Architect of the Universe.” Did he fully under- 
stand and comprehend the meaning of these words? 
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ing spiral of human evolution, in the traversing of which, we 
are upheld and sustained by an unfaltering trust, that the great 
Vis directrix of human destiny that guides homewards and di- 
rects in its flight the bird long wandering yet not lost, through 
the illimitable desert air, ‘‘in the long way that we must tread, 
will guide our footsteps right.’’ 


‘*Let none despond, let none despair.’’ 


SAVONAROLA’s OrDEAL ON His Way To FLORENCE. 

The first rays of the rising sun were shooting above the 
horizon and beginning to gild with a bright golden halo the 
neighboring hills, on that early morning when Savonarola sat 
out on his long journey to Florence. It was in the year 1481, an 
eventful one in the history of Italy, as also in his life. Through- 
out the whole country great political excitement prevailed, fo- 
mented by the secret machinations of the reigning Pope Sixtus 
1V., whose selfish ambition and policy was, amidst the quarrel 
and contentions of the several Italian states, to step in between 
the contending parties and enrich his family and relatives at 
their expense. It was a long, wearisome journey from Bologna 
to Florence to undertake in those days. There were no railways 
then in existence and motor cars were things undreamed of, and 
the rules of his order forbade the exercise of any other kind of 
locomotion save that of walking. As Savonarola reached and 
traversed the sunlit plains whose glory and loveliness dis- 
tinguish Italy from all other lands, and inhaled the sweet invig- 
orating air free from and uncontaminated with the corrupted 
thought forms that make city life so depressing and destructive 
both of health and happiness, he became conscious of those ethe- 
real elevating influences of nature which, like balm of Gilead, 
soothe the troubled and weary soul and revive its drooping ener- 
gies when, leaving behind the maddening crowd and fleeing from 
the noisy din and excitement of city life, it reclines peacefully 
and restfully on the soft and gentle lap of Mother Earth and 
feels again the joy of living. As Savonarola reclined at inter- 
vals to rest and refresh his wearied frame under the shade of 
some stately tree, sweet siren voices seemed to come to him and 
charming him with melodious lullabies, urged him to return to 
Bologna and there live and dream the happy hours away. ‘‘ Keep 
thyself remote from the foul atmosphere of courts and live un- 
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contaminated by intercourse with courtiers and nobles dyed with 
crime and encrusted with selfishness. Flee from the degrading 
vices and dissipations of a world rushing madly on to its own 
ruin. Aitend to the salvation of thine own soul and let thine own 
welfare and happiness be thy chief concern. Society everywhere 
is going to pieces and popes and petty kings and rulers are sink- 
ing into a quagmire of iniquity in which they will soon become 
engulfed and swallowed up and be seen no more. Seek not to 
avert and stav their doom, no effort thou canst put forth can 
avail to stem the flood that ere long will carry them off the face 
of the earth and hur] them into the vortex of ruin that waits to 
receive them. Be thou wise in time. Follow the dictates of com- 
mon sense and prudence and they will teach thee that self, its in- 
terests and preservation is the first law of nature.’’ How often 
do suchlike thoughts so specious and plausible infest the mind 
and engross the attention of those who begin to live the higher 
and diviner life and walk the path of duty and the way to light! 
Whence they come we know not, cannot tell unless it be that in 
moments of physical lassitude and weariness, our lower self with 
its emotions and affections acquires the strange and singular 
power to voice itself and by benumbing the intellect and swaying 
the will seeks like Bunyan’s Mr. Pliable or Lot’s wife to return 
to the doomed city out of which it has escaped and come forth. 
These periods of indecision and vacillation are incidents in the 
history of every soul and are psychic moments in its process of 
development, the rationale and explanation of which has been 
the subject of deep and prolonged consideration throughout the 
ages. Gotama the Buddha had them, as also the great prophet 
of Nazareth, St. Augustine, Luther, St. Theresa and many 
others, and sooner or later they will come to all of us and blessed 
are they who in such moments endure them and succumb not in 
this the great hour of trial, for then prove they their right to 
take and eat of the Tree of Life and live forevermore. 

Thus it was with Savonarola on his eventful journey to 
Florence, where was to be carried on and worked out the great 
mission of his life. He too had to pass through the ordeal and 
none but they who have had a similar experience can fully and 
adequately estimate and understand the nature of that interior 
mental conflict that raged and stirred within the soul of Savona- 
rola, resting at noontide on his way to Florence. It was as 
though the passions, emotions and feelings of his lower nature 
objectified and personified, assailed him and stood prepared to 
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obstruct and prevent his going thither. ‘‘T'urn back,’’ they 
seemed to cry, and pointing to a burning, fiery stake, exclaimed. 
‘foo no further, but return to Bologna if thou wouldst escape 
the doom awaiting thee.’’ It was a terrible moment, fraught 
with important issues for him, involving for him, progress or 
declension in the higher and diviner life, and as he gazed and be- 
held the lurid and horrid vision looming up before him, Savona- 
rola’s fate and future destiny and all that it meant, quivered and 
trembled in the balance. At that moment a voice out of the great 
silence spake, ‘‘ Choose thou, oh Savonarola, that which seemeth 
best unto thee, but remember thou, that he who putteth his hand 
to the plough and turning, looketh back is not meet for the king- 
dom of heaven, nor worthy to be enrolled amongst and numbered 
with the children of light.’’ A moment, and the choice was made, 
the conflict ended, and springing up from his resting place and 
turning Florence-ward, Savonarola went on his way, his whole 
being pulsating and vibrating with a calm and joyous peace he 
had never felt and experienced before, a foretaste of the higher 
life in which, as an old prophet and seer affirms, are laid up and 
put by all things that it hath not as yet entered into the heart 
and mind of man to conceive of or imagine. 

Tired, weary and footsore, Savonarola reached the end of 
his journey and from a neighboring height looked down upon 
Florence, the city of the lihes, fair and beautiful, but unhappy 
Florence. He was fully conversant with its past and present 
history, and in days gone by, he had felt arising within himself 
a yearning and a longing toward it which he could not under- 
stand nor analyze, and now it welled up again powerfully and in- 
tensely as he stood gazing upon the city with its perfwmed and 
umbrageous gardens resonant with the song of birds, its beau- 
tiful rural villas, its magnificent public buildings, its churches, 
stately palaces and splendid academies and art museums beau- 
tified and adorned with the productions of artists whose names 
and memories reflect a halo of unfading glory on Florence they 
loved so greatly and to whose lap they delighted to bring the 
noblest and best products of their genius. Other cities are 
grander in their magnitude, excelling her in population and 
in their historic fame, are more renowned as centers of com- 
merce and political activity, but not more beautiful nor 
so lovely as Florence, whom to see and behold as Savon- 
arola saw her, was to love her and never forget her. 
As he stood a while listening to the noise, the hum and 
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din of busy crowds resounding and ascending out of the city he 
heard also as in Ferrara in days of yore when wandering in its 
dark and narrow streets and alleys, the chords and notes of that 
sad musie of humanity, suffering and toiling and bearing its 
heavy burden and struggling and yearning for the light, the 
peace and joy that never come to it save in dreams and that 
peace and happiness that never visit the darkened and unhealthy 
abodes in which it lives and vegetates and drags out an existence 
which ‘‘the sooner it’s over, the sooner to sleep,’’ the sleep that 
seems the only avenue opened through which to escape and get 
rid of the doom of its cheerless and wretched existence. Savon- 
arola knew and understood what it all meant,—knew and recog- 
nized the cause of it all_—bad government, bad teaching, the 
outcome of ignorance and selfishness, humanity’s greatest af- 
fliction, the direst of all its curses. Saddened yet not dejected, 
sorrowing yet not despairing, he went down into Florence and 
threading his way through busy streets and crowded thorough- 
fares unnoticed and unknown, reached at last the convent of San 
Marco, where he was welcomed by the prior and frate, who_had 
been advised of his coming. Some of them knew him from hav- 
ing met with him at diocesan meetings and all had heard some- 
thing of him, of his learning and teaching ability and of the 
greater, nobler endowment distinguishing him, his loveable 
nature, his benignity and gentleness of disposition, his great 
sympathetic and unselfish soulfulness, and that night as many of 
the elder frate reclined in their lonely cells they remembered 
and pondered over the prophecy of a deliverer of Florence, which 
had always been cherished as a tradition within the convent of 
San Marco and ere they fell asleep the question uppermost in 
their minds and thoughts was: Is he the expected One? 


THE CoNVENT OF San Marco anpb Its History. 


Though Florence is distinguished by her magnificent build- 
ings and structures designed by architects whose lofty genius 
is manifest in edifices of surpassing beauty and elegance, yet of 
all of them, the convent of San Marco is the most interesting 
and attractive to lovers of art and students of history, for its 
everlasting and hallowed association with the names and his- 
tories of Savonarola and Fra Angelico, the angelical painter and 
artist, whose lovely and superlatively beautiful productions still 

adorn the walls of its cloisters and other interior apartments. 
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The history of San Marco centers in the lives and deeds of these 
two worthies as also of its first and greatly beloved and honored 
Prior Sant Antonino of whom we have given some particulars 
in the preceding section. Speaking of him, Padre Marchesi the 
historian of San Marco says: ‘‘There are some who live by 
truth and some who live by love, the first easily forgetful of this 
lower world, roam through purely ideal regions and when they 
find themselves in a true but ignored and unknown corner, they 
lose themselves in abstraction, taking delight in it; the second, 
entirely active, are more disposed to do good to others than ta 
conduct arguments; where there is suffering to alleviate, tears 
to wipe away, necessity to provide for, there they are in their 
e.ement, and out of such labors they find neither pleasure nor 
honor. The region of the ideal has neither limits nor boundary, 
and the more it is sought by many and noble explorers, the more 
infinitely it widens out. But in addition to this, it has terrible 
tempests, by which the too bold or unskillful voyagers are ship- 
wrecked and lost. It is not thus in the region of holy charity, 
where there is perennial calm and sweetness such as human 
tongue cannot deseribe. One of the beings of this description 
made to live by love was Saint Antonino. Not that his intellect 
was inferior or unable to rise to subtle disquisitions, but in all 
his learned researches he always had some truly charitable pur- 
pose to render his knowledge useful and profitable to the people. 
He explains and expounds the laws, human and divine, in which 
are to be found the occasion and guarantee of duties and rights. 
He makes clear and regulates morality by pointing out to men 
the offices of Christian and civilized life; and to souls enamoured 
of heaven, uncloses the treasures of thut celestial wisdom which 
speaks to men of a better country, laboring continuously, by 
word and deed, by the example of a most innocent and austere 
hife, to lead the fallen back to the pati of virtue; with such po- 
tent charity that never was heart so hard but it softened before 
so much gentleness, nor intellect so depraved that it did not yield 
to his reasoning. In this way his example was a continual stimu- 
lant and excitation to his brethren in religion and duty, who 
uniting with him and engaged in that ministry of love, renewed 
everywhere the religious sentiment which the discords and cor- 
ruption of the clergy had attenuated and almost made an end of. 
These pious works gave him a great plece in the love and rever- 
ence of the people.’’. 
(To be Continued.) 





RACES OF MAN. 


By EuizaBetH P. CorRNELL. 


always prove a most fascinating subject, as it means 
the past experiences of each individual unit composing 
our present civilization. The question of ‘‘who am [?”’ 
which we are trying to solve leads us directly back to that of 
‘‘who was I?’’ In this great moving picture of the past, where 
and when did I appear? And as this shadowy canvas slowly 
unrolls before us as we turn our thoughts to the past, there are 
certain scenes which hold the eye and the attention,—different 
ones for you and for me, possibly,—and yet possibly the same. 
With our present knowledge, we hardly know on what part 
of this great panorama to fix our attention, as it would require 
a knowledge of the length of time between incarnations. Noth- 
ing accurate is given out in regard to this, but we are told that 
the work we have to do decides the rest necessary between lives; 
some incarnate almost immediately to complete the work on 
which they are engaged; some spend hundreds and hundreds of 
years in the after-death state. It is almost impossible to say 
whether a given izdividual will incarnate in two years or in 209 
or in 2,0CC; but somewhere and at some time within certain 
limits, we do make our appearance again on earth. The main 
thing to bear in mind is, that you and I,—the actual, self-con- 
scious being back of this personality,—have lived many lives 
in the past,—hoping, fearing, suffering, enjoying the vicissi- 
tudes of life, busy with our little animosities, our breakfasts 
and our dinners, taking an active interest in our neighbors,— 
real, human beings as we are to-day, doing well or ill our part 
in the community. The link with these existences in the past 
is a real one, not an imaginary one,—but where did you and I 
come in, and at what times? Were we of those who, embracing 
the Christian belief in its early days, composed the noble army 
of martyrs,—did we feel the flames searing our bodies as we 
were bound to the stake, or did we shrink before the ferocious 
beasts as they sprang on us, defenceless, in Coliseum or Arena? 
Or were we earlier, among the throngs of those who cried 
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‘‘Hosanna!’’ and strewed His path with palms as He went in 
triumph up to Jerusalem? Did we toil under the pitiless sun of 
Egypt, goaded on to our thankless tasks, a hewer of wood and a 
drawer of water, when the pyramids reared their majestic mass 
to the sky? Or, let the mind go back still further into the past, to 
the half-legendary times, as they are called, of the lost conti. 
nents,—Atlantis, Lemuria,—when giants walked the earth,— 
were we among them? Living, suffering, enjoying, in many of 
these scenes of the past, we have played our part. 

In our school days we learned that there are four great 
races of mankind: the Caucasian or white, the Mongolian or 
yellow, the African or black, and the American or red. As to 
their age and origin, according to Bible chronology and ethnol- 
ogy, these different races are supposed to have been descendants 
of the sons of Noah and their mixtures, and to date back some 
2,000 odd years. 

But this meagre length of time allowed by Western nations, 
and by the adherents of Christianity especially, has long been 
considered by scientists as entirely inadequate; geology, an- 
thropologyv, ethnology, all point to a life of the earth and its 
inhabitants so greatly in excess of that allowed for by the strict 
religionists, that in time it is to be hoped something more nearly 
approaching the esoteric teachings of the east will be accepted 
as the truth. Certain of these eastern teachings claim to give 
this truth in regard to the age of man and the earth, and on 
these Mme. Blavatsky based her books, Isis Unveiled and the 
Secret Doctrine, from which and from Donnelly’s Atlantis and 
Scott-Elliott’s Lemuria and Atlantis, the material for this article 
was cirawn. 

‘he number seven which plays so large a part in occult and 
mystic works is prominent in the consideration of the races of 
man. There are said to be seven great sweeps or rounds of life 
included in the development of an involutionary and evolution- 
ary period, during which seven great root-races have their in- 
ception, reach their zenith and their decline, each root-race being 
subdivided into seven sub-races, which in their turn are sus- 
ceptible of still further division into family groups, ete. Three 
of these great rounds have already passed, and the fourth is 
more than half completed; four great root-races have also passed 
away, and we find ourselves at present in the fifth sub-race of 
the fifth root-race of the fourth round. 
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It is, however, only with this present fourth round and its 
races that we have to deal. 

As to the First Race, there is no history of it. This is so 
far back in the beginnings of manifesting life, that it is hard to 
form a conjecture as to what the inhabitants were, or the land 
on which they dwelt. Everything was in what we may call a 
spiritual, a breath-like condition, that would be absolutely in- 
visible to us, with our present physical sense of sight, could we 
be transported back to this age of the earth. The bodies were 
what are called ‘‘breath bodies,’’ beautiful transparent spheres, 
which in no sense ean be considered as men as we think of men. 
They are only what at some future date will develop into bodies 
appropriate for the indwelling of man, the thinker.—and yet 
they form this first, far-distant race. Their home was where we 
conceive the circum-polar land at the north to be, which, not 
being physical any more than were those bodies physical, must 
in no way be confounded with what we are wont to think of as 
the ‘‘frozen north.’’ 

This first continent is the sacred, imperishable land; it was 
the home of the first race, and will be the home of the last divine 
mortal. And as it is imperishable, so is this first body, this 
beautiful crystal-like sphere, said to be an immortal body. It is 
that which we have with us even now, invisible, inappreciable to 
the senses, but which will in time become perfected into the im- 
mortal body. 

In Scott-Elliott’s interesting work, a table is given showing 
the comparative dates of races, animals, geological strata, ete., 
and while he has adopted the nomenclature of the scientists, he 
has placed these eras far beyond the notions of most of them, 
giving to man an age which carries him back beyond the wildest 
computations of the geologist and anthropologist. The First 
race is placed as contemporaneous with the Archolithie or Prim- 
ordial times, with its Laurentian, Cambrian and Silurian strata, 
whose depth is given as 70,000 feet. In those primordial days 
existed forests of gigantic tangles and other thallus plants,— 
that is, stemless plants consisting only of expansions of cellular 
tissue. 

It is said by H. P. Blavatsky, and should be borne in mind 
here, in regard to man and the earth in these early races, ‘‘that 
the terrestrial conditions then operative had no touch with the 
plane on which the evolution of the ethereal astral races pro- 
ceeded. Only in relatively recent geological periods has the 
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spiral course of cyclic law swept mankind into the lowest grades 
of physical evolution. In those early ages, astral evolution only 
was in progress, and though developing on parallel lines, had no 
direct point of contact with one another. The astral and physi- 
eal planes of matter ran parallel even in the earliest geological 
ages, yet were not in the same plane of manifestation in which 
they are now.’’ 

Of the Second race, the same may be said with regard to its 
history as was said of the first, it had none of its own. The 
Second race continent is called the Hyperborean. The spherical 
bodies were not quite so brilliant; they had become somewhat 
elongated and pulsated with life; they were what are called the 
‘*life-bodies,’’ and were tending more towards materiality. 

The configuration of the earth had changed somewhat, ex- 
tending from the north pole and taking in what is now Green- 
land, Iceland, Spitzbergen, Norway and Sweden, and all of 
Northern Asia. The north of Asia is said to be as old as this 
second race,—but here azain, we cannot think of the earth as 
what we know at present as Siberia with its wastes of snow and 
its lonely tundras. The earth was no more physical than the 
races which inhabited it. Referring again to Scott-Elliott we 
learn that the second race lived in the Paleolithic or secondary 
age, with its rock strata of Devonian, Coal and Permian, at a 
depth of 42,000 feet. Fish are said to date back to this period, 
as do also forests of giant ferns. 

With the Third race we come to one of the most obscure and 
interesting chapters of man’s development, for it was here that 
he really became man; here his body underwent the greatest 
physical changes, the manner of re-embodiment changing three 
times, the sexes dividing into male and female, and the method 
of birth becoming established as it is at the present time. 

In this third race was finally developed a body which was 
sufficiently advaneed for mind to act through. Everything up 
to this time had been in the line of preparation for this event. 
At the close of every period of evolution, the entities composing 
it are in varying stages of development; some will have attained 
to the highest point possible in the round or race; but below 
them will be the laggards, those who by their karma have not 
made the necessary progress; but still these are so far advanced 
that they have gained the right to conclude their evolution. They 
have already had mind awakened in them; that is, they permit 
mind to shine through them. Hence, at the next period of mani- 
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festation, when bodies have reached a certain stage, the minds 
again come into physical life, complete their own progress and 
enable the entity next below them to reach that stage where it 
in turn may receive the light of mind. Previous to the advent 
of mind, there is no responsibility; but when mind inearnates, 
then begins the eternal struggle between good and evil, god and 
devil, the white and the black magicians, the angels of light and 
the angels of darkness. This occurred at a certain part of the 
third or Lemurian race. 

The figures that are given us as to the appearance and age 
of this third race are incomprehensible to the human mind. It 
was eighteen millions of years ago that man as we know him to- 
day appeared in this third race,—at about its middle point; 
prior to that this third race had existed for ages and ages, grad- 
ually coming to the point of development where mind could enter 
the third race body and begin its evolution. 

The third continent has been named Lemuria, from the 
lemurs which inhabited it. These lemurs were quadrumanous 
or four-handed animals, allied to monkeys aiid rodents or gnaw- 
ing animals. At its greatest extent, it almost encircled the earth. 
reaching from the Cape Verde Islands southeast through parts 
of Africa and Australia, taking in the Society Islands and all the 
intervening seas, to a point but a few miles from a great island, 
about the size of South America, which spread over the remain- 
der of the Pacific Ocean, including Cape Horn and a part of 
Patagonia. But what is of interest to us at present is the lands 
now existing which were also part and parcel of the continent 
of those far-away times. Such are certain portions of Africa,— 
not al! of it, for we are told that Africa is later than Lemuria, 
and later than some parts of Atlantis; but certain portions of it 
existed as the home of the third race. Japan belongs to this 
period, as does the Island of Madagascar, whose central range 
of mountains were the last resorts of the almost extinct Lemur- 
ian race which peopled it; Spain also was contained in it, and is 
said to be, with possibly the exception of Norway and Sweden, 
the oldest land in Europe; New Zealand and Australia are left 
as islands of what was once this great continent. The Atlas 
mountains and the Peak of Teneriffe are the dwarfed relics, 
Madam Blavatsky tells us, of two lost continents; they were 
three times as high during the days of Lemuria and twice as 
high as they now are, in the time of Atlantis. Mount Atlas was 
an inaccessible island peak in the days of Lemuria, when the 
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African Continent had not yet been raised. It is one of the 
few independent Western relics which survive, belonging to the ° 
continent on which the third race was born, developed and fell; 
for Australia is now part of the Eastern continent. Atlas hav- 
ing sunk one-third of its size into the waters, its two parts re- 
main as an heirloom of Atlantis. Easter Island is another relic 
of two continents, as it belonged to the earliest civilization of 
the third race; it was taken possession of by some Atlanteans or 
fourth race people who escaped the cataclysm of their own land, 
settled on the remnant of Lemuria, and perished when it was 
destroyed; it was raised again by a sudden voleanic uplifting of 
the bed of the ocean, with its voleanoes and statues, as a stand- 
ing witness to the existence cf Lemuria. 

Then we have a witness in Great Britain of Lost Lemuria; 
the great English fresh-water deposit called the Wealden, which 
every geologist regards as the mouth of a former great river, is 
the bed of the main stream which drained Northern Lemuria in 
the secondary age. 

Lemuria as a continent existed during the Mesolithic or 
Mesozoic age,—the secondary, geologically, the rock strata being 
divided into the triassie, the Jurassic and the cretaceous, the 
depth of which is about 15,000 feet. The Lemurian lived in the 
age of reptiles, of amphibious monsters, of gigantic tree-ferns, 
and pine and palm forests. The tepid marshes swarmed with 
huge reptiles, but when the inland seas dried up, the dinosauri 
were the dominant type of land reptiles, while the pterodactyls 
or the saurians, which developed bat-like wings, not only crawled 
on the earth, but flew through the air. It is said that the deriva- 
tion of birds from reptiles took place during this age. 

There have been found in Colorado the fossil remains 
of animals whose huge bones show them to have been from 100 
to 200 feet long. It is very interesting to know that we still have 
remnants of these third root race animals in our elephant, rhin- 
oceros and crocodile. <A visit to the Museum of Natural History 
will bring very plainly before one what formidable creatures 
these were in their period. They became reduced in size with 
the solidifying of the globe. 

As to the people themselves,—what must they have been? 
In the first place, we must remember the various transforma- 
tions which took place in humanity at this period, and that a 
description of the early Lemurian might not fit at all with that 
of the later ones. Judging from their surroundings, from the 
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huge animals and the enormous forests of palm and pine, we 
should say they were very different from man as we know him to- 
day, and this is true. In one place, Madam Blavatsky says of 
them that they were beings fit to fight successfully with the gigan- 
tic monsters of the air, the sea and the land. Therefore in size 
they must have exceeded anything within our knowledge of 
human stature. In regard to this, we read in the Secret 
Doctrine that in Central Asia there is a small, miserable, 
half-ruined town named Bamian, at the foot of a moun- 
tain of the Hindo-Kush chain. There are here five 
enormous statues, larger than those on Easter Island, 
which are said to be the handiwork of the Initiates of the fourth 
race, who after the submersion of their continent sought refuge 
in the fastnesses and on the summits of the Central Asian moun- 
tains. These statues, which are mentioned as early as the sev- 
enth century by a Chinese traveller, are the imperishable record 
of the esotcrie teaching as to the gradual evolution of mankind, 
representing as they do the five races. The tallest is 173 feet 
high,—70 feet higher than our Statue of Liberty. This typifies 
the first race man; the second is 120 feet high and stands for the 
second race man; the third, or Lemurian, is 60 feet high,—and 
represents a mankind who had to battle with the huge animals, 
some of the skeletons of which may be seen in the Museum of 
Natural History. The Atlantean or fourth race man is given 
as 20-25 feet high, while the fifth and last statue, representing 
our fifth race, is but little larger than the average tall man of 
the present race. 

In another place it is seid of this third race that they could 
live with equal ease in water, air or fire, as they had an unlimited 
control over the elements. (Secret Doctrine II., 230.) The third 
and holy race consisted of men who at their zenith were tower- 
ing giants of godlike strength and beauty, the depositories of all 
the mysteries of heaven and earth. Their bodies had become 
material, though in them the gases and liquids predominated. 
They had not bones such as we have, but they were pliable, as 
those of a voung child. The solid, bony structure did not de- 
velop until later. In the early part of this race there was no 
regular death, but only a transformation, for men had no per- 
sonality as yet. They had bodies, but these were sinless; they 
were without mind at this period, and hence there could be no 
karma in the sense we understand it. There was no kama-loka 
for them, no Nirvana, even no Devachan. Blavatsky says, for 
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‘‘the souls of men who had no personal egos, there could be no 
intermediate periods between incarnations. He resurrected out 
of his old into a new body.’’ But this was changed later. 

We read that their language never reached beyond the 
monosyllabic phase. The Chinese language of to-day is the sole, 
great lineal descendant of ancient Lemurian speech; the Chinese, 
however, are mainly descended from the fourth sub-race of the 
fourth, or Atlantean, root race. 

In their fifth sub-race they began to build huts, first of trees 
and then of stone. They eventually erected large cities, the first 
of which was built where is now the Island of Madagasear. The 
oldest remains of cyclopean buildings were all the handiwork of 
the last sub-races of the Lemurians. They cultivated the ground, 
they understood how to work in metals, and used in their cities 
rare earths and metals; they also spun and wove; they under- 
stood astronomy, architecture and mathematics. 

As to the present descendants of Lemuria, it is said they 
intermarried with the first sub-races of the Atlanteans, and that 
all of their sub-races save some of the lowest perished with the 
Lemurian Continent. The Malays and the Papuans are the re- 
sult of this intermixture of the Lemurians and Atlanteans; they 
and the Hottentots are of indirect Lemuro-Atlantean descent. 
Some of the aborigines of Australia are the last remnants of the 
last descendants of this race, as are the inhabitants of Andaman 
Island, some of the hill-tribes of India, the Terra del Fuegans 
and the Bushmen of Africa. 

The dismemberment of Lemuria took place before the be- 
ginning of the Eocene age. It was nearly destroyed by com- 
bustion,—by sub-marine fires, and then submerged. The sinking 
and transformation began nearly at the Arctic Circle, Norway, 
and the third race ended its career in Lanka, or what became 
Lanka with the Atlanteans, the present island of Ceylon being 
the northern highland of ancient Lanka. 

As to the existence of such a continent as Lemuria, we have 
the evidence of Haeckel, who says, in his Pedigree of Man, that 
‘*Probably Southern Asia itself was not the earliest cradle of the 
human race, but Lemuria, a continent that lay to the south of 
Asia and sank later on beneath the surface of the Indian Ocean.’’ 

We now come to the fourth race which in point of time is 
much nearer our own. The larger part of the continent of the 
fourth race, called Atlantis, sank some 850,000 years ago, but 
the Island of which Plato writes was not submerged until com- 
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paratively recently,—that is, recent in respect to the vast extent 
of time covered by the race as a whole. And here it might be 
well to say that one continent is not submerged in a moment, and 
that then an entirely new one comes up, but parts of the old last 
over, are the beginnings, the centers we might say, for the new 
race. And as we have representatives of third race and fourth 
race people with us on earth to-day, so there will gradually form 
another new continent, and in this fifth race are already the be- 
ginnings of that which will be the sixth root race. There are 
no hard and fast lines, no sudden extinction of a whole race, 
though thousands of people may be the victims of a single dis- 
aster. The races overlap each other. 

The Atlantic portion of Lemuria was the basis of what is 
known as Atlantis. The fourth race Atlanteans were developed 
from a nucleus of the Northern Lemurian third race men; their 
continent was formed by a coalescing of many islands and pen- 
insulas. 

As to the words Atlantean, Atiantic, we have no satisfactory 
etymology in any language known to Europe. They are not 
Greek and cannot be referred to any known language of the old 
world. But in the Toltec we find the radical A, Atl, meaning 
water, way, and the top of the head. We have from this a series 
of words, atlan, for instance, on the borders of, or amid the 
waters, from which the adjective Atlantic is derived. There is 
the word ‘‘atlaca,’’ to combat or be in agony. it means also to 
hurl or dart from the water, and in the preterit makes Atlaz. 
An old city named Atlan existed when the continent of America 
was discovered by Columbus, at the entrance of the Gulf of 
Uraho, in Darien. Plato tells us that Atlantis and the Atlantic 
Ocean were named after Atlas, the eldest son of Poseidon, the 
founder of the kingdom of Atlantis. In Africa, nearest the site 
of Atlantis, is a chain of mountains, the Atlas. During the time 
of Herodotus, near this mountain chain was a people called the 
Atlantes, probably a remnant of a colony from Atlantis. (See 
Donnelly’s Atlantis. ) 

The race dwelt on a large island, smaller islands forming; 
means of communication towards Europe and Africa on one 
side, and America on the other. It was about 1,000,000 years 
ago that Atlantis was at its height. Texas and the Gulf of 
Mexico were included in it, the southern and eastern states up 
to and including Labrador, the Atlantic Ocean, Seotland, Ire- 
land and part of England, while it took in also Brazil and the 
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whole of the Atlantic Ocean to the African Gold Coast. In this 
connection it is interesting to note that a human skeleton was 
found buried underneath four ancient forests at New Orleans, 
supposed to date back 57,000 years. (S. D. 796.) 

Atlantis, then, reached from the Andes to Hindustan, if not 
to China, and as Donnelly expresses it, ‘‘in its markets must 
have met the maize of the Mississippi Valley, the copper of Lake 
Superior, the gold and silver of Peru and Mexico, the spices of 
India, the tin of Wales and Cornwall, the bronze of Iberia, the 
amber of the Baltic, the wheat and barley of Greece, Italy and 
Switzerland. Their civilization was old when Egypt was young, 
and they had passed away thousands of years before Babylon, 
Rome or London were dreamed of. But these lost people were 
our aueestors, their blood flows in our veins. The words we 
use every day were heard in their primitive form in their cities, 
courts and temples. Every line of race and thought, of blood 
and belief leads back to them.’’ 

Atiantis, like Lemuria, had more mountains than valleys, 
their summits being lost in the clouds. It belongs to the Ceno- 
lithic or Tertiary period, including the Eocene, Miocene and 
Phocene ages, and the strata depth is 5,000 feet. Besides the 
huge animals of the Lemurian times, we have with the fourth 
race, the development of mammals; the forests were composed 
of deciduous trees. There were four principal rivers which 
watered this great continent, flowing from a central point to- 
wards the four points of the compass. The climate was like 
that of the Azores, mild and pleasant. As to the people, their 
physical strength was extraordinary,—witness their cyclopean 
buildings,—the earth shaking under their feet. They were giants 
of physical beauty and strength towards the middle of their 
fourth sub-race. The inhabitants were of two distinct races, 
physically and morally, both versed in primeval wisdom and 
the secrets of nature, and antagonistic in their struggles. They 
differed in color, one race being of a dark reddish brown, like 
the Central Americans and Egyptians, and the other white, like 
the Greeks, Goths, Celts and Scandinavians. They fought for 
supremacy ; the light-colored race seems to have been the larger, 
physically, henee the legends of the Titans and Giants. It is 
said that the works of the bronze age represent a small-handed 
race, and as the races which possessed ships and gunpowder 
joined in a war against the giants, we might conclude that the 
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red races were more civilized, that they were the metal workers 
and the navigators. 

The Atlanteans had a period of the highest civilization. 
Greek, Roman and even Egyptian are as nothing compared to 
the civilization that began with the third race after the separa- 
tion. 

They attained a high position as agriculturists. They do- 
mesticated the horse, possessed sheep, manufactured woolen 
goods, had goats, dogs, swine. They raised cotton and made 
cotton goods, and probably cultivated maize, wheat, oats, barley, 
rye, tobacco, hemp, flax, and possibly potatoes. Speaking of 
wheat brings up the interesting piece of information that it did 
not evolve on‘our globe at all, but was brought to man by more 
evolved entities from another world. The Atlanteans built aque- 
ducts and canals for irrigation; they were architects, sculptors, 
engravers. They possessed an alphabet; they worked in copper, 
bronze, silver, gold and iron. They knew the use of the magnet 
and of gunpowder. It is thought the so-called Phoenican coins 
found in the Azores may be of Atlantean origin. 

They possessed a knowledge of the zodiac. Indeed, it is said 
their material civilization was nearly as high as ours, lacking 
only the printing press and those inventions in which steam, elec- 
tricity and magnetism are used. The primitive Atlantean lib- 
raries were said to have contained works and records traced on 
the tanned skins of gigantic antediluvian monsters. (S. D. IL, 
731.) Their standing army is given as upwards of 1,000,000 
men (page 811), its navy as of 1,200 ships and 240,000 sailors. 

Gradually airships replaced battleships at sea, some of them 
carrying from 50 to 100 men. The force that guided these air- 
boats was similar to that approached by Keeley, of Philadel- 
phia. The Atlanteans possessed a power similar to the ‘‘vril,”’ 
described by Bulwer Lytton in his Coming Race. 

Herodotus tells us that the Atlanteans were vegetarians, 
whose sleep was never disturbed by dreams, and Blavatsky says 
in explanation of this, that if it was so, it was because their phy- 
sical frame and brain were not yet sufficiently consolidated to 
permit the nervous centers to act during sleep. 

The Atlanteans gradually spread out in colonies, east and 
west. This was the work of centuries; relations probably existed 
between the mother country and the outlying settlements; new 
races and dialects were formed by the crossings between the 
mother country and her colonies. 








42 THE WORD 


The first Atlantean races were born on the Lemurian con- 
tinent and separated from their earliest tribes, as we have said, 
into the righteous and the unrighteous; into those who wor- 
shipped the One unseen Spirit of Nature, the Ray which man 
feels within himself, or Pantheists; and those who offered 
fanatical worship to the spirits of the earth, the dark, cosmic, 
anthropomorphic Powers with whom they made alliance. So 
that in religion they had reached the great thoughts which un- 
derlie our modern creeds; they had a conception of one, universal 
omnipotent First Cause, and we find this in their colonies, in 
Peru and in early Egypt. The sun was regarded as the mighty 
emblem and instrumentality of this One God. They believed the 
soul of man was immortal and that he would live again in his 
material body, which sounds to us very much like a belief in re- 
incarnation. 

The Atlanteans became terrible sorcerers only towards their 
fall. It is claimed that the wisdom imparted by the third race 
to the adepts of the early fourth race has remained in all its 
purity in a certain Brotherhood living even up to the present 
time on a mysterious island in Central Asia. 

As to their language, it was agglutinative; this was spoken 
by many of the Atlantean races, while others still used the 
mother tongue, or the Lemurian, which we recall was monosyl- 
labie. 

Blavatsky gives a striking and interesting account of the 
final conflict between the white and black magicians, when the 
continent was finally submerged. The king sent his air-ships to 
the chiefs of other nations and tribes, with holy men in them 
and a message, saying ‘‘ Arise, men of the Good Law, and cross 
the land while it is yet dry. The Lords of the storm are ap- 
proaching. Only for a short time shall the sorcerers live on this 
patient land. She is doomed and they must descend with her. 
The Elementals of the fire are preparing their weapons which 
are worked by magic, but the sorcerers are stronger than they. 
They are versed in the highest magic knowledge. Come and use 
your magic to counteract theirs. Let every adept cause the air- 
ship of every sorcerer to come into his hands, lest by its means 
the soreerers should escape from the waters and save their 
wicked followers. May each of you mesmerize every sorcerer, 
that even he may avoid pain and suffering. The hour has struck; 
black night is ready.’’ The great king fell on his face and wept. 
The waters had already moved, but the people had crossed the 
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dry land. They were led by their kings to the east and north. 
The water arose, while the sorcerers slept, and covered the val- 
leys from one end of the earth to the other. High lands re- 
mained and those who escaped dwelt in them. 

The spark of mind which had been lighted in the third race 
burned so feebly all through the Atlantean days that few at- 
tained the powers of abstract thought. They could, however, 
function the mind on concrete things; particularly when their 
psychic faculties were directed towards the same objects. Kama 
was at its culminating point in the fourth race, which accounts 
for the depths of animal grossness to which they sank. The 
touch of mind they possessed added zest to the gratification of 
the senses, but was not enough to vitalize the still dormant spirit- 
ual faculties. 

Of the seven sub-races of the fourth or Atlantean race, the 
first is said to have colonized Greenland and West Scandinavia; 
the second, California, Rio Janeiro, Africa, India, and mixing 
with the indigenous Lemurian population, formed the Dravidian 
race, Patagonia, and produced the Brown Indians of South 
America. 

The third, North and South America, Peru and Mexico. 
The Peruvian civilization reached its height about 14,000 years 
ago under the Inea sovereigns. The average Red Indian of 
America is the best representative of the Atlantean Toltec sub- 
race. Egypt was also settled from the Toltecs, the third sub- 
race of the Atlanteans. A great transfer from Atlantis took 
place about 400,000 years ago, of a great Lodge of Initiates. 
This occult lodge founded the first divine dynasty of Egypt 
about 210,000 years ago. The two pyramids of Gizeh were built, 
partly for Halls of Initiation, partly to protect certain relics 
during the submersion which the Initiates knew would come. 
EKgypt was under water, then re-emerged and we have a second 
divine dynasty. Then 80,000 years ago, it was under water 
again; then the third divine dynasty ruled, that mentioned by 
Manetho; and the Great Temple of Karnak and many more 
ancient buildings were erected. 

Morocco and Algiers were settled by the fourth sub-race. 

From the fifth, the Semites, came our Aryan race, from Cen- 
tral Asia, where the Aryan kingdom was established. 

From the sixth eame the Persians, Etruscans, Phoenicians, 
and Carthagenians. 

Of the people now living belonging to the Atlanteans, we 
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have the Chinese, and their offshoots and branches, the Mongol- 
ians, Tibetans, the Hungarians, Finns and Ksquimaux. The 
Druid priests were the descendants of the last of the Atlanteans. 

A period of from 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 years probably 
covers the life of the continent of Atlantis. 

There has been a manuscript translated by Le Plongeon, 
which appears to have been written about 3,500 years ago, among 
the Mayas of Yucatan, and it describes the catastrophe which 
submerged the last of Atlantis, which it says occurred §,060 
years before the writing of the book, and that 64,000,000 of in- 
habitants perished. 

Our fifth root-race is about 1,000,000 years old; there is 
allowed for each sub-race about 210,000 years, and for a family 
race, 30,000 years, one overlapping the other, however,—not each 
eut off clean and distinct at the allotted time. With the sinking 
of Atlantis, the fifth race came into prominence, for as Atlantis 
fell, other parts of the globe arose and became inhabitable. Ref- 
erence has already been made to the large colonies on outlying 
islands founded by the Atlanteans, and to the fact that Asia 
is considered as the birthplace of the fifth race. The Aryan race 
was born and developed in the far north, but after the sinking of 
Atlantis, its tribes emigrated further south into Asia. 

The sub-races of the fifth root race, five of which have de- 
veloped, are said by some to be: 

1. Indian and Egyptian. 

2. Chaldean, Babylonian and Assyrian. 

3. Persian or Iranian. 

4. Keltie. 

o. The Teutonic, of which we form a part. 

As the root races have their inception, their zenith and their 
gradual death, so do the sub-races pass through the same stages, 
and we find that India and Egypt, the first sub-races, had their 
days as great and governing nations, and have faded from politi- 
eal and social importance; we find that Chaldea, Babylon and As- 
syria had their civilizations, which belong to the historical past; 
Persia, the third sub-race, has ceased to exert its power. Of the 
fourth, the Kelts, little or no records are left; but we read that 
the Greeks and Romans are the last family shoots. We then 
come to the rise of the Teutonic race, the fifth, and it is said that 
here in America is beginning the sixth sub-race, the forerunner 
of the sixth great root race, before whose time, however, cata- 
elysms will occur similar to those which destroyed Lemuria and 


RACES OF MAN 45 


Atlantis, and to the west somewhere in the Pacific will rise a 
land which will be the home of the new race. 

So that man as he is to-day has passed on his way to his 
present condition through all the turmoil and change and varying 
experiences of these different races. The present-day man lived 
in these Lemurian and Atlantean bodies, enjoyed these prehis- 
toric civilization, and met his doom, over and over again. We are 
tempted to ask why is this necessary? Why is not the generally 
accepted idea of the western world desirable of belief—that is, 
that man is born here in this world, into human life for the first 
and last time, and from it passes to his deserts, whether of re- 
ward or punishment? The answer is contained in this: that man 
is a complex being, and in all his complexity connected directly 
and indirectly with a vast whole, that man is by no means the 
simple, separate entity, he is considered by those cherishing 
this crude belief. The mind watches over, develops and finally 
becomes connected with certain matter, which forms the body in 
which the mind finally incarnates. Matter is thus worked over 
and over until it is transformed into matter of a finer degree. 
Thus transformed, refined, perfected, matter is fit to remain in 
an unchanging form, that is, an immortal form. Then the mind 
has an immortal body. But the progress towards this end is 
slow. At present man comes to earth to build his character. He 
forms it by acquiring tnese multiplied and diverse experiences 
in race, sub-race, family race, in different nations, under dif- 
ferent climatic conditions. He adds to his character slowly and 
eradually, for character is not a thing of rapid growth. A little 
courage is garnered from this life, a little charity from that; 
here we develop strength of will, there truth, and there justice, 
and there faith; and sometimes nothing is won in the struggle 
with life, and the incarnation, the chance is lost. The mind 
oleans for its experience and knowledge from each life, until 
when the seventh race reaches its apex, man will stand perfected 
in his individuality, enriched by the experience which the contact 
with matter alone could give; and matter will be benefited in its 
turn by having been raised to a stage where it will not be subject 
to the change which is now its foremost feature. The form of 
matter in which the seventh race men will dwell will be immortal. 





CHOICE EXTRACTS AND TRANSLATIONS. 
By a FriLow oF THE Rosicrucian Society. 
(Continued from Vol. VI, page 373.) 


Of all arts none is so neglected by man as the art of self- 
control, the first and last of his moral duties by which he ac- 
quires a knowledge of those means that preserve the soul in a 
state of health, as also the power and ability of cultivating and 
fostering his spiritual nature, the bloom of his life, the object of 
his existence; a nower the reality of which has hardly ever been 
denied, whcse wonders have frequently excited astonishment; 
whose laws are rarely investigated and whose agency is still 
more rarely brought to bear on practical hfe. Yet every force 
derived from the Higher Self may be cultivated by man until it 
becomes an art, which is only cultivated ability. 





We live in stormy and unsettled times and everything 
around us is in a State of flux. Yet, though living in a world 
which is unable to assure us of anything, it is our great preroga- 
tive to transcend it and enter into those calm regions of the 
higher life where the inner man, self-examined, submits himself 
to moral and spiritual treatment. Then feel we that what we 
thought lost returns again and that a second innocence spreads 
its clear and tranquilizing light over human existence. The child 
may amuse itself with childish rhymes. Man should find his 
recreation in reflecting on his relation to the True Life. To all 
has this been vouchsafed, by all should it be exercised. . 





The Higher and lower self! happy duality of human nature, 
says a great writer, thou alone preservest the unity of our being; 
the animal supports the spirit, the spirit the animal and thus 
alone man exists. 
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To the observant mind, life presents on all sides tasks to be 
executed and problems to be solved. Works of merit and men of 
experience accomplish one and the same results. We should seek 
everywhere for the sources of rest and strength. Whatever we 
thus select, appropriate and assimilate to ourselves, is as much 
our property as anything of which we may believe ourselves the 
authors. 





No one invents anything, for, as the wise man hath said: 
‘‘What is, is that which hath been, and there is nothing new 
under the sun.’’ While man thinks, he merely gives activity 
to the one law of thought which is inherent in him and in all 
others. An atmosphere of truth surrounds him, and to this he 
only returns what he has drawn from it—expiring and inspiring 
knowledge. 





It is necessary to maintain a balance in all things, both 
within and without us. Contentment produces this equilibrium 
in matters connected with outward existence; alternate activity 
and repose in connection with pleasures derived from our sen- 
sations are essential to continuous well being. This is our law. 





Mental sufferings are too often penances—the natural fruits 
of our not being faithful to Nature. 





The acts of assimilation and excretion, of inspiration and 
expiration, which are necessary for bodily life, should be men- 
tally repeated. Systole and diastole are equally necessary to 
the health of spiritual existence. We dilate our whole being; we 
learn, act, enjoy; we pass beyond our own sphere; but the eternal 
pulsations of destiny drive us back, and compel us to concentrate 
our forces on a single point from which they may again diffuse. 
Constant expansion will destroy a power by excessive attenua- 
tion; constant contraction will destroy it by rendering it torpid. 





The interest we feel in life is derived from constant observa- 
tion, constant thought, and constant instruction. These ever 
maintain within our life currents which prevent it from putre- 
faction. It may be said as of love and error, that they who cease 
to strive, or cease to learn, may as well cease to live. 





Patience has been granted as a shield to gentleness. Im- 
patience often prepares and leads to the downfall of strength. 
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Patience—thou earnest sister of hope—beneficent balm of the 
mind, wondrous force of the will, which consisteth in not willing, 
thou art ever acting through suffering. What unfortunate has 
not, in blissful moments, experienced thy magic? The paroxysm 
of fever flies before thy presence; but returns with redoubled 
force when thou hast forsaken the bed of sickness. Thou canst 
assuage the keenest suffering and accelerate the most tedious 
eure. Thou alone art strong in our weakness; thou the most 
complete, the most gentle, the most beauteous manifestation of 
the Higher Self as a healing agent. 





THe EXTENSION oF TRUTH. 


We are not instructed all simultaneously by Nature, nor by 
any direct manifestation from on high. Each one of us has to 
receive for himself from some one else what that other knows, 
and then has to transmit that knowledge to some other again. 
We have no direct communication with absolute truth. It is 
transmitted to us through innumerable media. So with sound. 
Sound is not propagated in vacuo. The vibrations of elastic 
bodies can only produce the sensation of sound in us by the inter- 
vention of a medium interposed between the ear and the sonorous 
body, and vibrating with it. This medium is usually the air, but 
all gases, vapors, liquids and solids also transmit sound; just 
as everything—objective and subjective—may convey truth. 


(To be Continued.) 





THE PLAINT OF THE OVERWORKED GHOST. 


By SaMuvugEL S. Nev. 


Y the side of the dusty road that winds mile after mile 

B across the green hills between the town of Ferriston and 

the little village of Cobsville, stood the house of Hank 

Frisbee, commanding a view oi the still, white road for 

a half mile in either direction. A place of solitude this, 

the calm and silent solitude of the open hills, where Nature works 

on untiringly in the sunlight, filling the earth with things that 
are green and the air with the odors of eternal summer. 

The infrequent traveller on that road could see the owner of 
the house toiling in his field by day, or at night sitting silently 
on his porch allowing his mind to germinate. For, as Hank 
had on more than one occasion expressed it to Jerry Finn, the 
Cobsville philosopher: 

‘she mind is a rich field; give it plenty of water and keep 
out the weeds and you will be surprised at the way things will 
spring up.’’ 

To which the aforesaid philosopher had on more than one 
occasion answered: 


‘*T reckon that’s so, but you ought to plant what you want ta 
raise.’’ 

This conversation, though repeated, as mentioned, on more 
than one occasion, was the only conversation in which the good 
Cobsville people had heard Hank Frisbee take part since his 
removal from their midst. It is not surprising therefore that 
they should wonder much about their lonely neighbor and the 
reason for his solitude. 

Now, no man chooses solitude unless he has a reason. Hank 
had two reasons, one direct and one indirect. The indirect rea- 
son was that he was intensely interested in spiritualism and de- 
lighted in attending the seances held by a medium in Ferriston. 
The direct and immediate reason was that his abhorrence of 
ridicule was as keen as his appreciation of spiritualism. There- 
fore he had taken up his abode out here on the edge of the little- 
used road, where he could come and go without question from 
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his wondering neighbors—arnd between times let his mind ger- 
minate. 

What particular brand or kind of growing thing might have 
sprung up in his well watered and cleanly weeded mind on this 
particular night has never been ascertained, and is perhaps of 
no importance. Whatever it might have been it never became, 
for just as the first shoots were beginning to appear, the budding 
mental soil was suddenly thrown into confusion by the knowledge 
that he was not alone. As if a cloud had suddenly drifted over 
his mental garden came the knowledge that the vacant chair 
beside him was occupied. It may seem strange, to one who has 
not been face to face with such a situation, that a vacant chair 
should be occupied, yet such undoubtedly was the case. For, 
though his sense of feeling told him that the chair had no oe- 
cupant, yet his sense of sight showed him in the increasing 
moonlight that a flickering, shadowy form, such as he had often 
seen at the seances, was seated beside him. Presently the sense 
of hearing confirmed the sense of sight, for a very audible and 
plainly distinct sigh escaped the visitor. 

‘*Ah,’’ said the form, ‘‘it is a relief to get out here, away 
from the worry of making a living.’’ 

‘*Yes,’’ said Hank, ‘‘this is a restful place. But who are 
you?’”’ 

‘Why, don’t you know me?’’ asked the spectre, in a grieved 
tone. ‘‘l am George Washington, Peter the Great, Wee-nee-ah- 
ke, little Dossy Westel, Emma Green’s grandmother, old man 
Phillips, and all the rest. In fact, | am your medium’s spirit 
control.’’ 

‘*You don’t say!’’ exclaimed Hank. ‘‘Why, you cannot be 
all of those.’’ 

‘*No,’’ said the spook, ‘‘if you say it that way I certainly 
cannot be. But if you will please relax your mind a little so 
that it won’t hurt me quite so much, I may be able to get dis- 
entangied again. That’s better. The harvest moon is full to- 
night, so I feel a little more myself and not quite so much all 
those others I mentioned. Oh, it is a weary time I have, having 
to take all those shapes and answering all the curious questions 
people ask. It’s killing me, and no self-respecting spook ought 
to submit to 1°.”’ 

‘‘Then why do you do it?’’ asked Hank, half amused. 

‘*Well,’’ said the visitor, ‘‘a man, even if he be a ghost, has 
to live. If I weren’t so accommodating I suppose you all 





THE PLAINT OF THE OVERWORKED GHOST ol 


wouldn’t come to my social gatherings and I would starve to 
death and fade away. I don’t know, though, which is worse, to 
starve to death or to die of overwork.’’ 

‘*Why, what do you mean?’’ queried Hank. ‘‘ We never feed 
you.”’ 

‘*No,’’ admitted the ghost, ‘‘you never do. But please do 
not squeeze me so with your mind. Thanks. Yes, you do feed 
me. No, please do not contradict me like that, because when 
you do I have to admit you are right—and you’re not. There, 
that’s better. When all the fools at that circle get together and 
sing and wait and listen you ought to see the gwee rise up. 
That is what we spooks eall it, and it is what we feed on. Do 
you think we do our little acts for nothing? Last Friday night 
when that new widow was there I had a most satisfactory feed. 
There is only one thing better than a new widow, and that is a 
mother whose child has just crossed over.’’ 

‘*But,’’ objected Hank, eager to turn the conversation from 
such unpleasant channels, ‘‘why do spirits need to eat?’’ 

‘¢«Spirits don’t,’’ announced the spook, in a tone of superior 
knowledge. ‘‘I did not eat when I was a spirit, but gradually I 
drifted away in sleep, and this is only my spook that is left. 
Spooks starve to death if they do not get their meals. I see 
what you are wondering about, but I cannot explain it—I have 
gone to sleep.’’ 

Hank was wondering how it was possible for one who was 
asleep to talk in such a wide-awake manner. Then there drifted 
across his mind a theory that he had read somewhere, that the 
spirit, the real man, leaves a mass of his desires in a form of fine 
matter and drifts off into a state of bliss, while the desires, in 
their new body, remain near the earth and are attracted to se- 
ances. 

‘Perhaps you are right,’’ said the spook, ‘‘I really cannot 
say.’’ 

‘¢And do you mean to tell me,’’ asked Hank, ‘‘that all the 
spirits or spooks who appear are only you in disguise?’’ 

‘‘Oh, no,’’ said the spectre, ‘‘not quite that. Occasionally 
one who is not long dead comes when they call him, but this is 
very seldom. Why, George Washington Spook starved to death 
in 1801; Peter the Greak Spook stayed here about fifty years; 
Little Dossy used to come, but it is two years since she faded out; 
and old man Phillips Spook did not last a month. It all depends 
on how strong they were made. I believe that Hank Frisbee 
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Spook, when he comes, will not last a week, unless you get killed 
sudden like. But what can we do about it? If we are not accom- 
modating we starve to death.’’ 

‘But if it is always you,’’ objected Hank, ‘‘or nearly al- 
ways, as you say, how can you answer all the questions?’’ 

‘“‘Ho! Ho!’’ laughed the ghost. ‘‘I answer no questions. 
Why, you foolish man! Well, of course you do not know, and IL 
ought not to tell you; but I always believed in being honest, 
even if people did call me lazy. Perhaps if I show you how silly 
those questions at the seances are, you will have them stopped, 
and my work will be so much easier.’’ 

‘*Yes,’’? Hank agreed, ‘‘we do not want to appear foolish in 
the eyes of the spirits.”’ 

‘‘] suppose you don’t,’’ said the ghost. ‘‘Then in future 
don’t have them ask questions they know the answers to. Do you 
think we are blind? Do you think we cannot see your thoughts? 
Why, all we have to do to answer a question is to look, and there 
. you have the answers with you. And when you ask us some- 
thing you don’t know, we read what you guess. Then you say: 
‘What a smart spook!’ ”’ 

‘Do you mean to tell me,’’ exclaimed Hank, ‘‘that you de- 
ceive us?’’ 

‘‘Oh! Ho!’’ chuckled the ghost, ‘‘hardly that. We simply 
read what is in your minds—you deceive yourselves.’’ 

‘“That can hardly be,’’ argued Hank. ‘‘Why, two weeks 
ago I asked the name of the author of a book I had read five 
vears ago, and which | had forgotten. The spirit told me the 
name and It immediately recognized it as being correct. Now, 
that was not in my mind at all.’’ 

‘‘You talk nonsense!’’ the spectre exclaimed, disgustedly. 
‘*Po you think that your mind is only what you are thinking of 
at the instant?’’ Doesn’t the fact that you at once recognized the 
name show you that it must have been lying around somewhere 
in your mental atmosphere? I happened to be on duty when 
you asked that question, and I found that name resting down at 
your heel. As I spoke the name it immediately rushed up to 
your brain and you remembered. You could have found it your- 
self if your mind had been in better order. 

‘*Yes,’’ continued the ghost, as Hank sat silent with amaze- 
ment, ‘‘when you ask to see a dear friend it is the same way. 
Of course, if he has not yet faded out, his spock may be attracted 
by your desire to see it, and the gwee coming from the circle may 
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be strong enough to make him lively. But in most cases we find 
he is gone. Then we fit ourselves into his picture in your mind 
and you never know the difference. There is no difference, after 
all, is there, so long as you are satisfied? We can answer your 
questions just as well as he ecould.’’ 

‘But, surely,’’ said Hank, recovering, ‘‘there are times 
when you tell us things we did not know before. Last week a 
lady at the seance recovered, by the spirits’ aid, a diamond ring 
she had lost.’’ 

‘‘Well, that is hard to explain to you, and I am getting 
tired; but I’ll stop long enough to give you a hint. We do not 
do any of these things by our own volition—we have none. Your 
minds make us do all the things that we do. In the case you 
mention the lady’s wish made me go back in her mind to the in- 
stant that the ring was lost, and there it was, behind the trunk. 
She could have done it herself if she had tried, and would have 
saved some gwee. But I cannot complain, I had a good meal 
while seeking the ring, and she is so much the poorer.’’ 

‘*But see here,’’ exclaimed Hank, suddenly recalling an in- 
cident that would disprove all his visitor’s statements. ‘‘ About 
a month ago you or some other spook told old Mrs. Jerky! that 
her daughter, in London, had fallen from a window and broken 
an arm, which proved subsequently to be true. What have you to 
say to that? It certainly was not in Mrs. Jerkyl’s mind.’’ 

‘‘There are some things you will not be able to under- 
stand,’’ the spectre answered, ‘‘and this is one of them. All of 
you embodied ones are connected by sympathetic invisible bonds 
which vary in strength with the sympathy existing between you. 
These bonds appear to us as bands or ribbons of different colors. 
If you only knew of their existence you could use them as a 
means of communication. In the present case Mrs. Jerkyl had 
been told by this means of her daughter’s accident, but could not 
read her own mind because it was too dull. But to us such 
things are easy. They certainly do work me pretty hard though, 
and if ” 

But here one of those terrors of civilization, an automobile, 
climbed the lonely, winding road trying to dispel the silent 
echoes of the night with its terrifying noise. It was past in an 
instant, but when Hank looked again at the occupied chair be- 
side him he found it empty, and naught remained to prevent the 
germination of his mind but the odor of gasoline which hung 
hike a pall over the sleeping hillside. 
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THE SEPHER HA-ZOHAR: 
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THE BOOK OF LIGHT. 


Containing the doctrines of Kabbalah, together with the discourses and teachings of 
its author, the great Kabbalist, Rabbi Simeon ben Jochai, and now for the 
first time wholly translated into English, with notes, references 
and expository remarks. 


By Nuruo pe MAannwar. 
SYMBOLISM OF THE DIvINE Lire AND Human DEstTINY. 
(Continued from Vol. VI, page 376.) 


$6 OW the serpent was more subtle than any beast of 
the field which the Lord God had made’’ (Gen. iii. 1). 


‘*Beast of the field’’ signifies the idolatrous nations 

who are the offspring and progeny of the old 
serpent who tempted and seduced Eve to do evil by exciting 
selfishness and other animal propensities within her. Under 
their influence she conceived and brought forth Cain, who killed 
Abel his brother, the shepherd of whom the seripture terms 
““beschagam,’’ ‘‘because he is flesh.’’ This word also is used of 
Moses, who killed the Egyptian. Moses may also be regarded 
as the eldest son of Adam. When the children went up out of 
Egypt, a great multitude of strangers went with them and be- 
came intermingled with them. Also, during their sojourn in the 
wilderness and on their journey to the promised land, strangers 
belonging to another nation, such as the Kenites of whom Jethro, 
the father-in-law of Moses, was the head, flung in their lot with 
and dwelt amongst the Israelites. These strangers or aliens 
Moses wished to convert and make one with the children of 
Israel. The Holy One who counts a good intention as a good 
action, said unto him: ‘‘Thou desirest what is impossible. 
Through them thy descendants will suffer. It was such as they 
who caused Adam to sin and disobey after it had been said unto 
him: ‘From the tree of knowledge of good and evil shalt thou 
not eat,’ and it will be they who will cause the children of Israel 
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to go into captivity, and also through them thou wilt not be able 
to enter into the promised land.’’ 

The failure of Moses to enter along with the Israelites into 
the Holy land was owing to the murmurings and cries of these 
strangers causing him, in a moment of anger, to strike the rock 
with the rod God had given him, instead of speaking to the rock 
as he had been commanded (Num. xx. 8). Like Adam, in his 
disobedience, so Moses too had to suffer the penalty for his act 
of disobedience. But as the Holy One rewards the good inten- 
tion equally as the good deed, therefore He said to Moses: ‘‘I 
will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they’’ 
(Num. xiv. 12). The Holy One said: ‘‘Whoso hath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of my book’’ (Ex. xxxii. 33), 
which words apply to the descendants of Amalek, of whom it is 
written: ‘‘Thou shait blot out the remembrance of Amalek, for 
they it was that caused the tables of the law to be broken.’’ 

‘‘And their eyes were opened and they saw they were 
naked’’ (Gen. il. 7) refers to Israel when they were living 
amidst the mud and clay of Egypt and had no knowledge of the 
secret doctrine. Therefore spake the prophet concerning them: 
‘‘Thou art naked and bare’’ (Ezek. xvi. 7). This is also why 
Job repeated the word ‘‘naked.’’ ‘‘Naked came I out of my 
mother’s womb and naked shall I return thither’’ (Job i. 21). 
He used the word shameh (thither), which has the same letters 
as Moseh (Moses), to show that he, Moses, wished to convert the 
strangers and that hereafter he will reincarnate and appear 
again to Israel in order to proclaim and make known the Schek- 
ina. These words of Job also refer to the time when Israel in 
captivity would perceive they were naked or devoid of the secret 
doctrine, and therefore said: ‘‘Jehovah hath given, Jehovah 
hath taken away, may the name of Jehovah be blessed.’’ 

‘And they sewed figleaves together and made themselves 
aprons’’ (Gen. iii. 7). The meaning of these words is, that man 
will cloak himself with the frail coverings of his own sinful pro- 
pensities when he perceives himself naked and has nothing to 
hide and cover what should be hidden. The garment with which 
Israel covers himself is the legal robe with its fringes and bor- 
ders and also the phylacteries and sandals, and therefore scrip- 
ture saith: ‘‘And the Lord God made unto Adam and his wife 
eoats of skins and clothed them’’ (Gen. 11. 21). The hagoroth 
(coats or coverings) is here used in order to distinguish the 
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legal robe, and therefore it is written ‘‘hagor.’’ ‘‘Gird thy 
sword upon thy thigh and make thy glory and majesty appear’’ 
(Ps. xlv. 3), referring to the Shema repeated wher each one is 
arrayed in the legal robe when ‘‘the high praises of God are in 
their mouth and a two-edged sword in their hand’’ (Ps. exlix. 6). 

‘*And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden’’ (Gen. 111. 8). These words allude to the voice of God 
heard by Israel when at Mount Sinai, and as scripture saith: 
‘*Pid ever a people hear the voice of God speaking out of the 
midst of the fire?’’ (Deuter. iv. 33). On hearing this voice the 
strangers or aliens (Ereb. Rab) in Israel perished, for they it 
was who said: ‘‘ Let not God speak with us lest we die’’ (Ex. xx. 
19). After their death the law was given. The ignorant of the 
present time who know not and recognize no other law than that 
of selfishness, are incarnations of these strangers and are in- 
dicated by the words: ‘‘Cursed is he that lieth with any manner 
of beast’’ (Deuter. xxvii. 21), because they derive their origin 
from the serpent to whom it was said: ‘‘Cursed art thou above 
all cattle and above every beast of the field’’ (Gen. ii. 14). 

Many impurities exist in Israel and are as dangerous and 
noxious as snakes and serpents. There are those that originated 
at first from the tempter, also those of idolators who resemble 
the wild animals and savage beasts of the field. There is also 
the impurity arising from wrongdoing in daily life and still 
more, the impurity of the evil-minded. Al! these are found af- 
flicting Israel, yet is there no greater impurity than that of 
Amalek or that personified evil called and known as ‘‘The God 
of this world.’’ It is that ‘‘which poisons a!l within and hardens 
all the feeling.’’ It causes the death of the soul and trans- 
forms it into an idolater, a worshipper of the world and its 
golden image of wealth. Its occult name is Samael, ‘‘The poison 
God.’’ Though Samael was the name of the serpent that 
tempted and seduced Adam and Eve, yet are they one and the 
same and are both cursed alike. 

‘¢And the Lord God called the man and said ‘Where art 
thou?’’’ (atcha). In this verse God showed to Adam the de- 
struction of the temple or holy place, causing great sorrow and 
anguish of heart, as alluded to in the verse of scripture begin- 
ning with this word ‘‘aicha.’’ ‘‘How doth the city sit solitary 
that was full of people’’ (Lam. i. 1). In both these passages of 
scripture this word ‘‘aicha’’ is as a mournful note in a bar of 
music. Jt will not, however, always be =.. The time will arrive 
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when the Holy One shall banish and destroy all evil in the world 
as it is written: ‘‘Death is swallowed up forever and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from a!l faces and the rebuke of his 
people (humanity) shall be taken away from off all the earth’’ 
(Is. xxv. 8), and in that day Jehovah shall be One and His name 
One. 

We are taught by tradition that all which Solomon wrote 
in the ‘‘Song of Songs’’ has reference to the King of Peace who, 
though he rules below, yet has his kingdom on high and thus is 
king of both worlds. This is oceultly signified by the letter B, 
whose numerical value is two, placed at the beginning of the 
word hochma in the Scripture, ‘‘be-hochma, by wisdom is the 
house built’’ (Prov. xxiv. 3), and also in the verse ‘‘ King Sol- 
omon made himself a sedan of the wood of Lebanon’’ (Cant. ili. 
9). By the word sedan (thequna) is meant the renovation of the 
lower world by the action, and influence of the higher world, the 
action of the Higher Self on the lower nature. Before the crea- 
tion the existence of the Divine Being was unknown and his at- 
tributes nameless and unrecognized, and, as there was no speech 
or tongue to express his glory and being, His name was hidden 
and concealed in Himself. When the Holy One created the uni- 
verse He impressed upon it marks of design and formed worlds 
which did not endure, but perished and passed away. Then the 
Divine, Ain Soph (the boundless One) surrounded or enveloped 
Himself with a garment of light of transcendent brilliance, from 
which emanated and came forth the great and lofty trees of Le- 
banon, and the twenty-two letters became the sedan or chariot 
of God. The law by which the world was created (the ten words) 
was established and confirmed so that it changeth not. This is 
the meaning of the above verse, as also of the words ‘‘The trees 
of the field together with the cedars of Lebanon which the Lord 
hath planted, are full of sap’’ (Ps. civ. 16), for they have been 
planted by the King of Peace for his glory in order that every 
one may know and recognize that He is One and His name is One 
—that His name is Jehovah the most High above all the earth. 

By this manifestation of the Divine a way of access has 
been opened and the light thereof has become visible throughout 
the universe and is the light that enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into the world. It is cireumambient as the air and, like 
the ocean, rolls all round the world. From it hath proceeded all 
things and unto it all things shall return as it is written: ‘‘ All 
the rivers run into the sea, vet the sea is not full—unto the place 
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whence the rivers come, thither shall they return again’’ (Eccles. 
i. 7). The light divine attracts and draws all other lights, so 
that they become at jast blended and unified with it. This final 
consummation is alluded to in the words ‘‘I am the rose of 
Sharon and the lily of the valley’’ (Cant. ii. 1), the word Sharon 
signifying field or rather the ocean that absorbs all the rivers 
of the world which proceed from and return into it again. 
Be-hochma, ‘‘by wisdom the house has been built.’? The 
letter Beth or B, whose numerical value, as we have stated, is 
two, signifies the two kingdoms:, celestial and terrestrial, of 
heaven and earth (the lower and Higher Self). It is by the 
establishment of the celestial on the terrestrial, or of heaven 
upon earth, that the house of the King (humanity) will become 
united and the King will rejoice thereat, for then the two king- 
doms will become one and then the new and living way will be- 
come opened to those who make themselves susceptible and re- 
ceptive of the Higher and Diviner life. Therefore is it written 
*“Brashith, bra Alhim’’ (Gen. i. 1). The two kingdoms created 


~ by Alhim (B—two, rashit—kingdoms) for the kingdom is called 


reshith (beginning) according to the words ‘‘ Reshith Hochma.’’ 
Before the manifestation of Alhim, the celestial or primal light 
resembled a great frozen ocean and rivers could not flow into it, 
as they like it were frozen also. It was this great congeaied 
oceantowhich Job referred :‘‘ Ont of whose womb came the ice?’’ 
(Job xxxvili. 29). As long as the oeean remained frozen, so 
long was it of no benefit to man, and the rivers ceased running 
their courses into it. When the north sea is frozen it continues 
so until the advent of the south wind with its heat and warmth. 
The rivers and streams then begin to flow again towards the 
south and from their waters, the beasts of the field, as scripture 
saith, do quench their thirst. 

Thus will it be when the Higher Self of humanity rules over 
its lower nature. The ice will dissolve and melt away, the waters 
of divine life will flow continuously, and every voice shall sing 
and give thanks to heaven for its deliverance from Self. This 
glorious consummation is symbolized by the sounding of the 
shophar or trumpet, the prelude of the great deliverance. There 
is a further allusion to this union of the higher and lower king- 
doms (the human with the divine life) in the words ‘‘As long 
as the son of Jesse liveth upon the earth’’ (1. Sam. xx. 31), for 
divine life upon the earth is only possible through the Messiah, 
the son of Jesse. He it is who is master and lord over all. and 
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from him the earth (humanity and individual life) receiveth its 
nourishment and sustenance. 

This is why the scripture says, ve-ath haaretz (and the 
earth). The letter V joined to ath designates the nourishment 
of the world which comes from Alhim. The ath, composed of 
the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet, denotes also 
the Alhim who dwelleth in the heavens as it is written ‘‘Go forth 
ye daughters of Sion and behold King Solomon with the crown 
wherewith his mother crowned him on the day of his marriage’”’ 
(Cant. in. 11). As Alhim, by the operation of the two supreme 
sephiroth, the one male and the other female, descended below, 
therefore is he lord of the heaven and earth by conjoining and 
making them one, He it was who attracted heaven to earth 
whilst the King on high attracts the earth to heaven, each 
of which has its own special way or path, that of 
the earth being broad and wide and referred to in scrip- 
ture as ‘‘The path of the just is as the shining light’’ 
(Prov. iv. 18), whilst that leading to the Kingdom of 
heaven (the higher life) is referred to in the words ‘‘There is 
a path which no fowl knoweth and which the vulture’s eye hath 
not seen, the lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce lion 
passed by it’’ (Job xxviii. 7, 8). 

The mystery of these two different ways is expressed thus: 
‘“Who maketh a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters 
(Is. xliii. 16), and also by the Psalmist: ‘‘Thy way is in the sea 
and thy path in the great waters’’ (Ps. Ixxvii. 19). When these 
two worlds become united and blended together they are sym- 
bolized by the union of the male and female, the one being then 
the complement of the other. It is also written: ‘‘Lift up your 
eyes on high and behold! Mi (who) hath created aleh (these) ”’ 
(Is. xl. 26). In these words is expressed the whole work of 
creation, for by Mz above and Aleh below everything has been 
formed and made. And this is why at the very beginning of the 
book of Genesis, the letter B is repeated twice, as also the letter 
A in the consecutive words ‘‘Brashith Bra, Aihim, Ath; B rep- 
resenting the female and A the male principle. It is from these 
two letters that all the other letters have proceeded, the total of 
which is denoted by the Hashamayim (the heavens). The letter 
V prefixed to the word ve-ath haaretz (and the earth) shows that 
the H gives birth to heaven, and a way to it, whilst V gives birth 
to earth, and provides it with nourishment and everything that 
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it needs to sustain it. The word ve-ath also indicates that the V 
takes the A and Th, symbolical of the beginning and end, and 
by their conjunction the earth is fed and supported. The occult 
mystery of this is expressed in the words ‘‘ All the rivers run 
into the sea’’ (Eeeles. i. 7). 

There is no effect without a cause, is a truth that cannot be 
denied. Yet our judgments concerning effects are often errone- 
ous. For instance, the sound we hear when an anvil is struck by 
a hammer does not proceed from the anvil, as imagined, but is 
the result of their coneussion which causes vibration in the air. 
Also voleanic flames are not due to the earth from which they 
come forth, but to the fire in the interior of it. When scripture 
saith: ‘‘And Mount Sinai was enveloped in smoke, because the 
Lord descended thereon in the midst of the fire’’ (Ex. xix. 18), 
it signifies the conjunction of heaven and earth, the bringing to- 
gether and union of the spiritual and materia). Everything that 
takes place on earth has its cause in the invisible and noumenal 
world, which in seripture is described as, and said to be, the 
right hand of God, while the earth or world of effects is de- 
seribed as the left hand. ‘‘Mine hand also hath laid the 
foundations of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the 
heavens. -I will call them and they shall stand up before me’”’ 
(Is. xlviii. 13), the heavens representing the male principle en 
the right hand, earth the female principle, on the left hand, both 
of them found together before Him. 

Such is also the meaning of the words ‘‘Lift up your eyes 
and behold Mz (who) hath made Aleh (these),’’ Mi and Aleh 
being the complement of each other. Before creation it was im- 
possible to form any conception of the creator, as hochma (wis- 
dom) was hidden and unrevealed as the Primal Being. Onlv 
after the apparition of the Divine light in the universe and its 
rays beamed forth and became visible, could its existence be cog- 
nized and perceptible, its nature and quality being transcen- 
dently bright and pellucid. When, however, its apperception 
began, then the question arose Mz (who or what is it?) Without 
this Mi or Who? Aleh (these or that) could not have come into 
existence. The mystery of the origin of all things is adverted to 
in the words, already quoted, ‘‘Out of whose womb came the 
ice?’’ or rather ‘‘Out of the womb of Mi came the ice?’’ that is 
the world. Mi therefore is the progenitor of the earth and im- 
pregnated it with life and vitality. It was therefore only after 
the creaticn that 177 became the subject of thought. 
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Again, the word Brashith, what does it signify? Does it 
mean that ‘‘by two words,’’ that is, by B equal to ‘‘éovo’’ and 
rashith equal to ‘‘words,’’ Alhim created, or by the word Alhim 
created, taking Brashith as a single word? The real meaning 
is that before the creation of the world there was no distinction 
between the Supreme Principle and the Creative Logos or Word, 
they being one and the same, and only after creation became they 
distinguished the one from the other. It is written ‘‘ While the 
King sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell 
thereof’’ (Cant. i. 12). The King signifies the Supreme or First 
Principle, the spikenard sending forth its odor, denotes the 
creative Word or Logos who is King below having formed the 
world on the model or pattern of the world on high and ‘‘the 
smell thereof’’ is the divine light. There were two creations, 
viz.,the heavens and the earth, and they were concomitant in time 
with each other; the creation of the former was effected by the 
right, that of the latter by the left hand, and extended over six 
celestial days as it is written: ‘‘For in six days the Lord made 
the heavens and the earth’’ (Ex. xxxi. 17). These six days cor- 
respond to the six outlets through which the waters of life flowed 
into the world and also the six channels by which they return 
again on high. Through the six outlets it is that peace cometh 
into the world. 

‘*And the earth was Tohu and Bohu, without form and 
void.’’ The constituents of the primal matter of the earth at 
first were impure and shapeless and without form and continued 
in this state until, beeoming impressed with the Divine name of 
forty-two letters, they took upon them different forms, qualities; 
and separated into the four elements of fire, air, earth and 
water. After their purification and combination in different 
proportions, these contributed to the formation of the physical 
and natural world, the four cardinal points, and to the infinite 
variety of forms and colors, existent therein and all on the pat- 
tern of the higher world. Ere this was accomplished and before 
the Divine name of forty-two letters had been impressed upon 
the primal matter of the earth when in a state of chaos, the great 
serpent alone and his demon hosts of elemental beings, leaving 
the chaotie world of Tohw and Bohu penetrated into the higher 
world to the height of 1,500 eubits, but were eventually expelled 
and hurled headlong into the abysmal darkness where they abode 
until the primal heavenly light shone upon the earth and dis- 
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pelled the obseurity in which it was enshrouded, therefore is it 
written: ‘‘ He discovereth deep things out of darkness and bring- 
eth out to light the shadow of death’’ (Job xii. 22). 

Before the advent of the light, universal darkness prevailed 
and the waters were congealed so that the earth was without 
rivers or streams. On the appearance of light, however, they 
were liquefied by its rays and became fluidic and the arid earth 
refreshed by them was rendered fertile and adapted for vege- 
table and anima! life. The celestial light of which scripture 
speaks existed frem all eternity. As soon as it dawned its splen- 
dor was visible from one extremity of the world to the other, but 
foreseeing that it would be unappreciated and unregarded by 
mankind in general, the Divine Being concealed it, so that it 
should be accessible only to those who walk in the straight and 
narrow path leading to its discovery and enjoyment. Happy 
they who find it, for then they become sons of God and children 
ef the Light. 

‘*And God saw the light, that it was zood.’’ It has been 
handed down from our forefathers that dreams in connection 
with a good object are presages of peace and blessings, especially 
when letters composing words are seen by the dreamer in their 
rigut order and sequence. For instance, the letters T, O, bh of 
the word Jobh seen in their order denote good, so that he who 
sees the initial letter ‘I’ may take it as a favorable sign or token, 
and as a synonym of Tab, signifying peace. The numerical 
value of T, initial letter of the word T-v-b, is nine and symbolizes 
the ninth Sephira Malcuth, which receives its light from the first 
Sephira Kether (crown). The letter V is a symbol of the light 
proceeding from the first two sephiroth and B is the symbol of 
the first sephira and therefore it is the first letter with which 
seripture commences, Brashith. Thus each of the letters in this 
word T-v-b are symbols of the three highest sephiroth and desig- 
nate the just and upright in the world who unite in themselves 
the heaven and tlie earth, therefore it is written: ‘‘Say unto the 
righteous it is good’’ (Is. i. 10), as the divine light and life 
dwellieth within them, manifesting as goodness from above and 
merey and compassion or unseifishness from below as saith 
scripture: ‘‘The Lord is good to all, and His tender mercies are 
over all his works’’ (Ps. exlv. 9). In the words ‘‘to all’’ is ex- 
pressed the prophecy that the day will dawn upon the world 
when every man’s eyes shall be opened and the light be seen by 
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all. Such is the mystic meaning of these words. ‘‘Brashith bra 
Alhim,’’ in the beginning. 

The occult meaning of these first words of scripture is ad- 
verted to in the verse: ‘‘When ye come into the land whither I 
bring you, it shall be when ye eat of the fruit of the land, ye 
shall offer up as a sheave-offering to the Lord your first fruits’’ 
(Num. xv. 19, 20). The first fruits are a symbol of Hochma, the 
divine wisdom, the first sephira or manifestation of the Divine 
Being on the earth plane, and thus may be considered the first 
fruits. Brashith signifies then, ‘‘by the first fruits,’’ and B, its 
initial letter, denotes the world watered and refreshed by the 
mystic river mentioned in the verse: ‘‘And a river went out of 
Eden to water the garden’’ (Gen. 11.10). This river, proceeding 
out of the secret place of the Most High, never ceases to flow 
down upon the world or the garden, as it is termed. This secret 
place of its origin or fount is symbolized by B, the first letter in 
the book of Genesis. It includes in itself all the other letters 
and symbolizes also the river which gives life to all things. The 
secret place resembles a narrow path most difficult to discover 
and walk therein, yet bestudded with many priceless gems. 
From it proceed two great life forces, indicated by the word 
ha-shamayim (the two heavens) and used in scripture to denote 
the source of this mystic river. The words that follow after, viz., 
‘‘veath haaretzs’’ (and the earth) possess a mystical meaning, 
implying that the mystic river flowing down from the heavens 
on to the earth will bring with its waters peace and salvation 
to mankind, which will in their realization be the first fruits when 
heaven and earth become united and blended together. 

At the time of creation there was no distinction, no dark 
deep gulf or rent between heaven and the earth. When, however, 
they became separated, the earth fell into the state of chaos and 
eonfusion (Tohu and Bohu) and only by the action and silent 
operation of the heavenly light can they again become united. 
When the light from the right hand of God fell upon the earth, 
darkness from the left hand also went forth and encompassed 
it. Thus they became blended together, the light being hidden 
within the darkness. In order, however, that the earth might be 
blessed and become fertile and fruitbearing, God divided and 
separated them, only to unite them again eventually as they are 
the complement of each other and from the evening and the 
morning shall be an eternal day. There is no day without night 
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and no night without day in this world, and this sequence of the 
great law of the universe (growth and decay, life and death) will 
endure until the accomplishment and realization of the Psalm- 


ist’s prophecy: ‘‘The darkness and the light shall be both alike’’ 
(Ps. exxxix. 12).* 


(To be Continued.) 





Great men are the Fire-pillars in this dark pilgrimage of 
mankind; they stand as heavenly Signs, ever-living witnesses 
of what has been, prophetic tokens of what may stili be, the 
revealed, embodied possibilities of human nature; which great- 
ness he who has never seen, or rationally conceived of, and 
with his whole heart passionately loved and reverenced, is him- 
self forever doomed to be little. 


As to the maxim, often enough inculcated on us, that close 
inspection will abate our admiration, that only the obscure can 
be sublime, let us put small faith in it. Here, as in other 
provinces, it is not knowledge, but a little knowledge, that 


puffeth up, and for wonder at the thing known substitutes mere 
wonder at the knower thereof; to a sciolist the starry heavens 
revolving in dead mechanism may be less than a Jacob’s vision; 
but to the Newton they are more; for the same God still dwells 
enthroned there, and holy influences, like Angels, still ascend and 
descend; and this clearer vision of a little but renders the re- 
maining mystery the deeper aad more divine. So likewise is 
it with true spiritual greatness. On the whole, that theory o! 
‘‘no man being a hero to his valet’’ carries us but a little way 
into the real nature of the case. With a superficial meaning 
which is plain enough, it essentially holds good only of such 
heroes as are false, or else of such valets as are too genuine, 
as are shoulder-knotted and brass-lacquered in soul as well a- 
in body; of other sorts it does not hold. 


Carlyle, Schiller. 





*Note of the translator. [le who grasps and comprehends the mystic 
meaning of these correspondences acquires the key of Kabbalistic science 
or th> philosophy of the Divine life in humanity. 
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